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THE 


Great Point 


OF 


SUCCESSI ON 


DISCUSSED. 
In a full ANSWER to a late PAMPHLET. 


Intituled, 
A Brief Hiſtory of the SUCCESSION, exc. 


MONGST all the ſpurious Brood the Preſs of late has ſo nume- 
rouſly (pawn'd, and wherewith the Town has been ſo immoderate- 
ly pelter'd, perhaps there is ſcarce x Pamphlet can pretend to have made 
a greater noylſe, or met with a. more general Applauſe than T H E 
HISTORY OF THE SUCCESSION. ve. Infomuch 

that having heard it ſo much and fo often commended, and that ſome people had 

fo great a value for it, that they had taken the pains to get it without Book, I 

grew not a little defirous of reading what I thought would not have had fo wel- 

come a Reception, it it had not been penn'd with a great deal of Faithfulneſs and 

Sincerity : for, tho* I mult confels, I have no great opinion of an Argument drawn 

from matter of Fa, fince if that were,once allow'd a man of very indifferent 

Parts, and as ſlender Reading, would find it no very difficult Task to juſtitie the 

blackeft Villaniesz yet I affured my elf, that if our Author did not induftriouſly 

avoid being, fincere and impartial, he could not but conclude the Crown of Eng- 
land to have always gone in the Sacred Channel of Birth-right and proximity of Blood, 
and that uninterrupted too, unlels put violently out of its Courſe 3 either by ſome 
manifeſt Force trom without, or ſome prevailing Faction from within, 
 Butalas! 1 ſoon perceived how mightily I was miſtaken in the man; forT found 
him in every Page taking fo much pains to catch at every thing that might but 
any way advance his Defign, or ſeem's bat to lean never fo little towards his opi- 
nion 3 and every where ſo delignedly wreſting and mi{-repreſenting thoſe Authors 
whole Indexes, 1 doubt not, but have furniſhed him with all che Reading, he has 
lhow'n upon this Occation : for certainly if he had but taken a little more pains in 
reading the Authors themſelves, he would not have had theContidence to have ſo 
groſly impoſcd upon the World as he has done. When, ſay,l had perceived with 
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what intollcrabl2 diſ-ingenuity he had all along maraged his Deffgn, 1 could rut 
but conclude with nzy ſelf, that if his very cxtraordinaty Ignorarce has not flood 
in the way of his Preferment, hehad Malice and In puderce cnough to cntittc him 
to the honour of a Pillory, 
Nor can the man deſerve leſs that gocs about to make pccple beffeve, that fhe 
” 6 - W = fy * . g - 
Kingdom of England, but a few Ages ago was ElcEtive, that His Map. ity. (whom 
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God long preſcrve) holds His Crown vpen ho furer Title: than an Act of Parlia- 
ment 3 and that *tis lawful for the Three Etates of the Realm to depole thi bing, 
and call him to an Account of his Stewardthip, if be brhave net hiniclt to thur 
content and fatisfuCtion : for cither this n.uti be the confegpn.ce of his Diſcourſe, 
or nothing 3 for all his Arguments arc dravn fium nattey of Fact (tor the moi: 
part falſcly repreſented too); 2nd he tells vs of two hirgs that have been depoſcd : 
{o that if trom thence we may concluce, that bucauſc fuch things have becn done 
they cither were then. or may row lawfully be der Cm bichdotihu our Auihor ruſt 
prove to be truc, or «lic acknowl:Cge his whole Diiccuric an inpertinent Scribl: 
| havenot falily accuſed the Writer of this Diſceurfe ] an; abcut to examine, 
And although this might be allowcd to be a ſufhcient Anſwer to this who!e 
Pamphlct, fince every one can tell him 2 faGfo ad jr non vale conſoquentiams, yet, 
becauſe there may be a great many people in the World 2s willing to be dcccived 
> as he is to deceive, for I can belicve none to be fo ignorant, wa they not violently 
' bcnt upen it,as to ſuffer themſclves to be impoſed upon by fo inaticnal and illogt- 
' cal a Diſcourſe;] ſuppoſe it will not bean unwelcome performance to thoſe that are 
Lovers of Truth or Honeſty. to ſee the Mask pull'd oi! from cur Scribler. and his 
many and unpardorable / becauſe detgned ) miliakes in his pietended HISTORY 
OF THE SUCCESSION laid oper. | 
But bctore I proceed toexamine the particulars, I cannot but take notice of one 
thing that may calily impoſe upon the unwary F.cacer 1 turning over our old 
Monkiſh Hiſtorians 3 I mican their very frequent mention of the ElcEtion of our 
Kings 3 which-exprethon of thcirs has given our Pamphlitcer the moi colougable 
pretence of any, to aſſert the Monarchy ot this Ifle ro be an Elc&ive One; buthe 
that has taken the pains to look into the Body of their Writings more carctully 
than this Gentleman has done, will, I am fure, conclude that no good Argument 
can be drawn from a looſe Expreftion or carclets Word Ict tall trom the Pen of 
any of our Monks, who mult be contcls'd by every one to be cxtreanily ignorant 
of Latinity, and the true propriety of Words, {vo that both falle Granimar and 
groſs Barbariſms are very trequent amongſt them 3 betides, it) will moſt cvidently 
appear, that what they call'd EleQting of a King, atrountcd to no more than an 
open acknowledgement or recognition of his Right and Title, lince (as T ſhall marc 
appear from the cnſuing Diſcourſe) they, upon ſeveral cccctions, tell us of ihe 
right, precedent toall manner of Ceremony, that Kings of England have to tlic 
»|Rot. Parl. Crown, . and both they and {ſeveral Parliaments of different Complcslous and b11- 
36 H. 5. n. 10, terelts have declared the Kingdom of England to be Hercgitary (as appears from te- 
&c. Rot. Parl. veral * Records) and that the Crown, according to the Laws &f. God and Nature, 
1/E.4.n.8,&c. docs deſcend according to Birth-right and proximity of Blood 4 which, how jt 
Ror. Parl.rent 11 do, and yet be ElcCtive, I cannot for my lite undcriiand 3 {o that whatever the 
apud Weſtm , ” 6 a pin wato=hy ctr 
die Veneris 23 preſent uſe, and the propricty of the word ( Election may miake It fignitic, 
dje Jan. An, yet I am aſſured the meaning of it in our Records and Hiltorians mult be what i 
Regni Regis have afſign'd (to wit) A Recognition and Acknowledgement of the Perſon ſaid ity 
Rich. z. primo, be ele&tcd, tobe thetrue Heir to the Crown, to whom by Pirth-right it is duc, 
+ Sheringham But to comecloſcr to the point: I agree that r.othing certain has come gown to 
de Anglorum Us of the nature of the Government of this Hland, bctore the Romans carne hither, 
gentis Origine who found them governed by ſeveral petty Princes : but it we may give any c1c- 


_ —_— dit to what is related ot the old Britains, and ſome Learned Men + arc purſuaded 
- = ng we may, we [hall hind the Crown to be Hereditary. | 

F. Priſeum But our Pampbleteer, by a ſtrange way of arguing would: make us bclieve. thag 
Eq Aurar. during the Heptarchy, becauſe they were poverncd by divers Laws. that th rcfore 
: f!12c!r 
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their Rele of Succeſſion mult be divers. as if becauſe France, Spain, Moſcevia, Dev- 
mark and Sweden are governed by different Laws, that therefore they ought not 
to be Hereditary 3 however it ſeems he is convinced that ſome of thoſe Royaltics 
in the Heptarchy were not Elective, and if he would but pleaſe to read over the 
Hiftory of thoſe times, and not rely too much upon Tadexes, he would be convin- 
ced that the Crown in them all did conftantly deſcend to the next Heir, unleſs he 
were unjuſtly put by cither by ſome potent Neighbour, or. powerful and popular 
Rebell, 

At length ſeven Kingdoms were united under Eghert and his poſterity, who ſuc- 
ceeded him ſucccifively by Hereditary Right, and o far are the H'(torians from 
conſtantly mentioning (as we are with a great deal of confidence told pag. 1.) that 
we hear not one word of it in any Hiſtorian of Account, till Edgar had put himſelf 
at the Head of his Brother King . Edwy's Subjects, and had forced him to divide 
the Kingdom with him 3 and truly I cannot but admire the impudence, or at leaſt 
ignorance of our Author, in telling us that Egbert came to the Kingdom of the 
Weſt Saxons by Elettion, and that he was no way related to Brithric the laft King, 


when I dare confidently afhrm, that there is not one * Hilio- 
rian but (ayes he was next Heir, and only remaining Branch 
of that Royal Stem, and that upon Britbric*s death he ſuccee- 
ded him in his Kingdom, withuut the leaſt mention of any 
Ele&ion 3 and I am ſure a man can ſcarce look into any of 
the Monkiſh Writers, but he. thall hnd a f Gencalogy of this 
Ephbert, one of whoſe direct Anceltors was Brother to the 
great Ina, King of the Welt Saxons, who was deſcended in a 
dire& Line from Cerdic the tilt King of that people in 
England ; but theſe kind of ſhifts, whether ignorant or malici- 


ous I determine not, are very frequent. 


$553. An. 802. R. de Hoveden Annal. p. prioref. 413. 


To EFghers ſucceeded his Eldeſt Son ** Ethelwolf, not by 
Ele&ion but Birth-right, who, out of a miſtaken Devotion, 
went to Rome, and carrying his youngeſt Son F Alfred, whom 
he loved above any of his Children, with him and defign- 
ing, if potſible, to make him his Succeflor, he prevailed with 
the Pope to Anoint and Crown him King 3 which certainly 
was a very prepotterous way of going about it, if it had been 
in the pcoples power to chuſe their King 3 for then the mot 
natural way had been to make his Addreſs to them that had 
the power in their hands |} but however this Action of 
the Fathers ſo much alarni'd the Eldelt Son Ethelbald, that 
rather than he would fo unjuſtly be deprived of his undoubt- 
cd Right, he reſolved to deprive his Father of his Kingdom) 
and upon this ſpecious pretence raiſcd ſo ſtrong a FaQtion 
againſt him, that the Father to bring him again to his Duty, 
was forced to ſhare his Kingdom with him : and this Prince 
wiſely conlidering that it he did not contribute toward the 
avoiding of it, his death might be the occalion of a great deal 
of Blood(hed among his four Children, by TT his Will in his 
life-time he ordained, That his Lands ſhould be diſtributed 
amongſt his two younger Sors and Daughter, but his ** He- 
reditary Kingdom of the Weſt- Saxons he bequeathed to his El- 
delt Son Ethelbald, and the Kingdoms of Kent, Eſſex, and 
Sxſſex to his Second Son Ethelbert,to be held in Fee of his El- 
der Brother; and upon his death his Eld-ſt Son Ethelbald (uc- 
ceeded him according to his Fathers Will,& he dying ifſucleſs, 
Ethelbert as next in Blood fate upon the Throne, and fo his 


* M.3eſt. f.145.—Rex—Brithricus— 
filiam Offz Regis Merciorum—in con- 
Jjugium accepit, cujas afhnirate fultus 
Egbertum folum regalis profapiz ſu- 
perſtitem, quem regnt tut utilratibus 
fururum metucbat hoſtem, in Franci- 
am fugavit. 

1dem f. 155.— defuntto iraque Re- 
ge Brithrico, ſuccefſir e1 Egbertus in 
regnum 36 annis, qui ex regal} illius 
gentis proſapia originem ducens, mul- 
ra porenrer regna ſuo adjecir Imperio, 
H. Huntingd. lib. 5. Flor. Wigorn. f, 

+ M. Weltm. f. 155. cum mults aliis. 

** M. Weſt" f. 155. —— cult ( (Cc. Eg« 
berto) ſuccedens Achelulphus filius 
£jus —20 annis & 5 menſibus ims 
peravir. 


T AM. Weſt. f. 158. 


|| 11i4e1——exorma eſt contra Regem 
przdictum magratum quorundam con- 
ſpirarto, 1ca quod fa&ti conjuratione 
ab AMrhelbaldo filio regis primogeni- 
t0—— quod a Roma repatrians nun- 
quam reciperetur in Regnum, cauſa— 
erat— quod filium juniorem Xlfre- 
dum, quaſ1 aliis a forte regni excluſis 
in Regem Romz fecerat Coronari. 

Tf AM. Weſim.f. 159. Athelulphus- 
de ſuo tranfitu ad vitam Univerhrartis 
cogitans, ne filti <jus poſt obirum ſu- 
um inter ſe diſceptarent hzreditariam 
ſcribere 1mperavit Epiſtolam, in qua 
& regni inter filios Xrchelbaidum & 
A.chelbertum — divifionem —procu- 
ravit, &c. & paulo poſtea;z Athelberto 
filiorum ſecundo Regnum Cantiz cum, 
Suſſexia conceflir, filius cjus primoge- 
nitus Xthelbaldus in Weft-Saxti pro 
patre regnavit. 

** H. Huntingd. Hiſt. 1. 5. f. 348, 
Achelbaldo filio ſfuo reliquit przdictus 
Rex nobilifſimus ({c. Arheiulphus } 


WO 


Regnum Hzredirarium ?Teſiſexe; Adelbrito filio ſuo alii reliquir Regnum Cantiz & Eſt. xe & Sidjrx2, 
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two younger Brethren *Ethelre# and Alfred, by right of Inheritance, and according 
to proximity of Blood ; ſucceſſively came to the Crown. © 

Upon the whole matter it may be, I think; reaſonably concluded, not inſifting 
upon the lilence of Hiſtory, from theſe two particulars,. that the Kingdom Was nu- 
thing leſs than Elective 3 tirli, becauſe it is irrational to think that Erhelmolf woul& 
have pretended to have appointed and nominated 4 Succeflor, it the Crown had 
not gone then by Birth-right. And in the nextplace I cannot conceive why? 


\ 
* Flor. Wigorn. fol. 587. Quo 
(ſc. Erhelred) fupra memoratus /El- 
tredus, qui uſque ad 1d tempus vent- 
entibus fratribus ſuis fuerar ſecunda- 
rius, totius regni gubernacula divino 
concedente nutu cum ſumma omnium 
Nlius regni accolarum voluntate con- 
feſtim ſuſcepit, 


f Aſſer. Menevenſ. in vit. Alfred. f. 7. 
Quod (ſc. Regnum) etijam vi- 
vente fratre ſuo, & dignareiur accipe- 
re facillime cum omnium illus gentis 
accolarum poruerat invenire, 


Alfred, who was a kind of * Vicepgerent to all his. 6theri 
Brethren, ſhould, wait their Death, betore he cook upon him 
the Government \ for it the Choice of the people had been 
ſufficient to entitlk him tothe Crown, he had never want- 
ed 'that, {mice he was their' F Darling all along, eſpecially if 
the Union and Coronation by the Pope be conlidered, for. 
that, though of no force ot ethcacy in it ſelt, yet might have 
been catily improved into a moſt excellent and fair pretence-: 
therefore I perſuade my ſelf, it was only the conſideration of 
his Elder Brothers Right, according to the Laws of God and 
Nature, that deterred this Excellent and Learned Prince from 
being allured by the inviting and almolt irrchifiable tempt3- 
tions of a Crown, in prejudice of thoſe that had a greater 
Right than himſelf, 


But if ſuch a Rule of Succeſſon, as I am contending for, were in uſe at that 


time, how could Athelftan, Grandchild to Alfred ſucceed his Father Edward the 

Elder, to the diſ-inherizon of his Brother Edmund, it he, as this Gentleman would 

) have us believe, were a Batiard? but what it there be no ſuch thing ? forl for my 
part cannot find that he was:it our Hittoriographer haveany Author belides Polydor 

{Flo. Wigorn. by him that the World has not yet been blett with the fight of,he would do well to 


f- 598. 
M. Weſtm. f. 
184, 


produce him for the publick good ; but till then, ſince 1 have got ſome || good 
Writers on my fide, I may, without any diſparagement to the Gentlemans remark- 


W. Malmeſb, ſincerity and faithfulneſs, hold Athelſtan to be as legitimate as himſelf, 


|.2.C.6:f.76. 


** Florent. 3gornenſ. f. 604. M.Ve[im, 
f. 188. Defuntto iraque Edmund 
Edredus frater cjus — regn1 diadet- 
ma ſuſcepir—— reliquir quoque 
duos filios hzredes legitimes Edwi- 
num & Edgarum , qui repugnante 
illegfrima #rate patri ſuccedere non 
valebant. 

R. Hoveden. par. 1.f.423. W.Malmeſb. 
| 2.C. 7.f, 55. 


The next inſtance he gives us to ſhew that the Crown deſcended not according 


to proximity of Blood is ** Edreds Succettion to his Bro- 
ther Edmond, though the deecaſed Prince had left two Sons 
behind him : but he forgets to tell us they were Mrmors, and 
upon that account their Undte (the Office of Protector being, 
not then in uſe )was Crowned Kingztho' by this odd Cuſtom, 
it often happen'd that the lawfull Heirs were deprived of their 
Right 3 for notwithſtanding they were under an Obligation 
to relign as ſoon as their Kinſmen came to Age, yet fo ttrong 
were the Temptations, and fo ſweet the Enjoyment of a 


Crown. to an ambitious Soul, that rather than they would 
ſubmit to a juſt reſignation of that which was but committed to them in Trult for 
another, thcy would break through all Laws Humane and Divine to maintain that 
by Force, which, contrary to Reaſon and Juſtice, they had uſurped. 

But however in this caſe it happen'd otherwiſe, for Edred dying very opportune- 
ly, was ſucceeded by his Nephew Edwy : he after a ſhort, but troubleſome Reign, 
had his Brether E4gar for Succeflor 3 who, having, governed his Subjects in peace 
and plenty, and to his own Eternal Honour, left the Crown to his Eldeti Son 


* Brompton. * Edward (who on the account of his barbarous and cruel Death contrived by his 
5, NR e inhumane Stcp-mother, was afterwards called the Martyr) But his Coronation 
p 93. ** was little obfiructed by a Faction of the Nobility, who endeavour'd to advance 

Ethelred to the Throne, being animated thereto by Atfdritha his Mother, that ſhe, 

during his minority ( for he was but ſeven years of Age) might fatishe her Ambi- 
+ M. Weſtm, tion by dominecring it over the Kingdom, + Ut potizs ſub ejus nomine regnare vi- 
ubi ſupra, = gderetur 5 for they pretended that Edward was legitimate, and therefore ought 


not to be preferr'd, before his Brother Ethelred, who was the true Heir to his Fa- 
ther, and to whom therefore the Crown was die . fo that the difpute was no! 
| whn 
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who (houtd, but who ought to be King 3 nor was it carned by"Intefeſt in tavous 
of Edwrd'(as our Paniphletcer would perſuade rs) but by right';' for Drenit an, - - 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, being fully ſatisficd of the jultneſs of his Title, without 
fuffering a thing ſo clear, any longer to be debated, according, as his Father had, ..,_...,. 
command-d (ut pater ejres moriens diftitaverat.are the very words of the Hiſtorian) * MyWeltes. | 
conſecrated Edward King ; which he ſurely durft never have done, if 'he could #tHupras's! 
have dcrived. his Right from no other Original than ts, Choice of the 7" begs 
People. = Cy 

But tho? none of thoſe Inſtances alledged by him yet are oi torce enough tc 
prove what he produced them for, yet we are not to fuppole a man of his Tyfinije 
Reading cannot tind out ſomething, that,at a dead litt,may ferve his twn; and truly 
I cannot but admirc his excellence that way : he has had the good luck tohic upon 
the moſt admirable paſſage, and ſo pat for his purpoſe, that 'tis impdflible to 
match it in any of thoſe moſt incomparable ard dclectable Hiftories ot Mortelion, 
Knight of the Oracle, Amadis of Gaul, Parifmus and Pariſmenzs, there's nothing, 
in them cither for pleaſure or aſtoniſhment, but cones a Mile behind what this 
Gentleman's Author, the Canting, Abbot of Rieralis can hcip us to, and to the 
everlaſting credit of his Wit ard Invention be it. ſpoken, his Lite ot Edward . the 
Confeſtor,trom one end to the other, is as perfe&t Romance as atiy ot 'em : and truly 
amongſt all his Romantick Tales, and I affure you they amount to noſinall num- 
ber, this of Chooling of Edward by the Etlates, whiltt in his Mothers Womb, is 
one of the moſt improbable. For, not to infitt upon the univer{al tilence of all our 
Hittorians in this matter, which, if any ſuch thing had been, 3t would have bzen 
a molt unpardonable fault in them not to have mention'd, not, I fay, temtili upon 
this, No man certainly in his right Wits can think To! wiſe an Aflembly, as was 
compoſed of all the Noblemen of England, could be guilty of fo much tolly and 
madiiefs, as to chooſe a Child, arid that unborn too, for their King, and rejc&t 
ſeveral brave and worthy Princes; fince they could not be ignorant how many in- 
conveniencies and Convullions a People are ſubject to whoſe King is a Child 3 and 
they could not rationally cxpe&t the Father would live till their turure Mbnarch 
was palt his Minority 3 beſides, the Kingdom being, actually invaded by the Danes, 
ſtood then in need of a Prince that was Active, Prudent and Valiant: and, as 1 
think, they could not be reaſonably ſuppos'd guilty of fo cxtreamly toolith an Acti- 
on, ſo neither in my mind ought we to be ſo utncharitdble as to imagine them, ſo 
prodigiouſly wicked, as that, contrary to all Equity and Jultice, they thould after- 
wards as baſcly forſake and reje&t, as they had rafhly, tho? folcttnly, choſen the 
poor Prince 3 ſurcly none can believe they can Rand chargeable with two Crimes 
of fo great a magnitude, For my own part 1 cannot be perſuaded that this Gentle- 
man can be ſo (enſcleſs as to believe fo evident a Forgery, or that he would have 
had the contidence to have made uſe of it, had he not devoted hitifelt to buoy 
up an Interelt, that is able to ſupport it {clf upon no bettcr grounds than a com- 
pany of ſpecious and plautible, but for the molt part very ſhallow pretences, 

Ethelred being dead, + Canutus by the terrour bf His Arms, having the greateſt + FL. VVgarn. 
part of the Iſland at his devotion, forced them to acknowledge —_ receive him f-515. 
tor their King, which they being under an apparent Force, could not chooſe but %:V Veſtm. £, 
do, which, nqtwithſtanding this Gentleman is pleas'd to call an ElcRiorf, but <3: 
how ridiculouſly, I Icave to every man of ſenſe to judge 3 | 
out however the City of F London, and that part of the No- T Solt Ch 
bility that was there, flood firm to Edmond Tronfide, Eldeft —— py teruports tbidem per- 
>0n and Hcir to thedeccafed King, and received hity for their —y —_— wg Regie, 
SOVCretgn, as they were in Duty bound 3 but at length theſe exctamaverunc. M. = rherry _ 
two Princcs being grown weary of the War, after a Ducl : he 
tought between them,to avoid the effuſion of more Blood, they came to this || Con- || M, Weſtm, 
mo [hat the Kingdom ſhould be divided betwixt them,cach peaceably to enjoy t 295. 

11S IidTC- 


+ Solt Cives Londinenſes, & pars No- 
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(6) 
4 * M. VVeſim. ubj ſupra. Fl, V Vigorn. But upon the Death of Edmand,the * Dane, bcirg reſolved 
gage ws my Ln to admit of no Co-parter in the Government of this Iſland, 

_ Sm) ooteponnrt Gmc, ex. {OmMMons all the Great Mer, and very cunningly (as if he 

. iſtimantes illum fibi % mitiorem efle had been ignorant of the matter) demands of them whether 
| propter mendacium corum, & ſeab or no by the Agreement made betwixt him and the late 
eo premium fumpruros magnum, ex King, it was Provided, That the Sons or Brethren of Edmond 
RE c_ nn ſhould ſucceed him during his (Canutws's)) Life 3 but he was 

interfeRti. an{wcred by bs That they werc igrorant of any Provilion 

made for his Brethren at any time 3 but this they were ſure of, 

That Edmund on his Death-Bed had recommended the Care and Protcction of his 

Children to him, till they came to Age capable of the Government cf his King- 

dom : but, ſayes Florence of Worceſter, God knows they bore talſc T:ttimony, and 

ly'd falſely 3 but they thought by this means to intitle themſelves to ſome great re- 

ward, or at leaſt to a Rooumiin his Favours and AfﬀcGtions ; but atter by this means 

he had obtained the Crown, they tound themſclves miltaken 3 tor, he wiſcly con- 

fidering that ſuch Time-ſerving Polititians as had betray'd their true Maſter's In- 

tereli, would no longer be true to his than it ſtood with their convenience, there- 

fore he ſoon found means to cut mott of *em off; a true and jult reward for 


their diſloyalty. 
+ M. VVeſim. Canutus being dead, and having appointed his youngeſt Son Hardicanne for his 
f. 209. Succeſſor by his Will (it ſecms Princes in thoſe days touk upon them the diſpoling 


VV. Malmeſb. oF their Crowns, without asking the conſent of the people) his Second + Son Ha- 
- > 04a rald, as having the advantage by ſcniority of Birth, laid claim to the Crown, 
> "wag Om aſſerting that he being Elder Brother and Legitimate ( which, by the by, was falſe, 

but however it ſerv'd his turn for the preſent) it was not in his Fathers power 
Qui jam pe- to rob him of his Birth-right 3 to determine therefore the jultncls of his Title, a 
ne in barbaro- great Council was aſſembled, where the buſineſs (7iz. who had the greater Right 
rum mores 1, the Crown) was very warmly debated on both tides, and was at Iength deci- 


—_— ded in favour of Harald, he having the greateſt part of the Nobility and thc City 
victum tranſi- of || London, which was then by the long continuance of the Panes there,degenc- 
verant. rated into barbariſm : and tho? this Gentleman would make us believe this was an 
4g n———_ Elc&ion; yet I am perſuaded it was nothing le(s, becauſe the point in Controverlie 
UD1 1upra. was, who had the molt Right and belt Title to the Crown : bclides, if we may 
giveCredit to the ** Hiltorian, who ſaycs, Placitam magnum 
** Brompton f. 932+ de regni Succeſsione apud Oxonium falium et; it was only 2 
+f ——quafi juſtus hzres (ſc. Haral- bare pleading and arguing the juſineſs of Harald's pretences, 
dus) regnare, nec ens Doren. if who by the corruption and partiality of the Judges got 
_ mn _— ay the day, notwithitanding all the endeave rs of Q. Emma 
could be, and y:t the Kingdom be Ele» and Earl Godwm, who objected Harald*s illegitimacy, and 
elive, I cannot cencrive 7) F. VVigorn. the Will of the deceaſed King (to far were they trom endea- 
ubt ſupra. vouring tc make any court to the people, for the procuring 
of theirs, that they only defized their affcur to the jultneſs of 
his Title, which certainly in an Elective Monarchy no man can pretend to: ) 
but Harald being ſenlible how unjuttly he had obtained the Crown, uſed a great 
deal of Addreſs and Cunning to cut off all his Competitors; and it was the hard 
Foxtnne ui poor Alfred to fall into his cruel hands by the treachery of Earl God- 
win, and was preſently after moſt barbarouſly murdcr'd : and yet cur Pamphleteer 
has the impudence to tell us, That the Nobility, after the expultion of the Danes 
proceeded to El:& him, which is as notoriouſly falſe, as a great many more of 

his Forgeriee. 

i But Harald Harefoot being dead, to make ſome amends for their former unduti- 
* de. Veſta ful carriage, they ſend to * Hardicante, then at Bruges, an offcr of the Crown, 
Ro which he before had been unjuſtly deprived of 3 which he accepts, and comes im- 
F]. Wigern. Mediately into England to be Crowned 3 ſo that all this while we tind not 
623. ſo much as one pretence of bclicving this Kingdom to be Elective, 


After his death, the Engliſh grown weary of the Danilh flavery, at laſt re- 
ſolve 


EF 


Glve to return to their Duty, and reltore the Saxon Line to the Crown it had 
long been, contrary to all Law and juſiice, kept from the poſſeſſion of 3 in ordcr , nt 
to which they cnter into a joint * Atlociation, and rcfolve to ſtand by one another .. 
(as the moJern phraſe is) with their Lives and Fortunes in depriving,tor cver.the 
Danes of that Government they had no pretence or right to, but what the Sword 
gave them, Nor can this be any Argumcnt for the Power of Pailiaments in diſpo- 
ling of the Swccefion, tor what was done by the Great Council then, was bur 
their Ducy, ſince they were bound in Conſcience upon the firlt opportunity toen- 
deavour the ejc&ion of an Ulurper, and the Reſiauration of the truc Heir to the 
Throne of his Fathers. 
In purſuance to this Reſolution, it not being well known what was become of + F, nigove.. {, 

Tronfide's Children, or if it were, they being at that time in Himngary, and having 524+ 
few or no Friends to aſſert their Right, by the Power and Intercſt of Earl God- M. VVeſtm. 
win, whoſe Daughter Edward had marricd, the F Confeſſor as the lawful and next RN 
Heir, was advanced to the Crown 3 but he, good Prince, knowing the Right his ,en;.de Duci- 
Nephew had to the Crown, {ends for him home, that after his death he might bus Norman. 
ſuccced in that Kingdom, which Fare Hereditario ei debebatur, ſayes one of our in vit. Gulizl. 
moſt conliderable || Hiltorians, was due to him by Hereditary Right: and if ſo, — 
how could the Government be Elective ? Nor was there any danger like to accrue | _ : 
to Edward by this, fince not only the memory of ſo great an Obligation as this x1. jigorn. f. 
was, would keep him from attempting any thing in his Uncles prejudice 3 but if 533. Mali. 
he had any ſuch Delign, he being fo great a Stranger, would want a ſufficient © ult. 11. 2. 
Interelt to bear him out. But, he dying preſently after his Arrival, his Eldeſi Son f, 93+ v5.90 

. ) | . - ille aut filit (ut 
Edgar was look'd upon by every one to be Heir Apparent to the Crown, which all (..c4ant 
our ** Hiſtorians with open cry tell us was his due by Birth-right 3 nay, ſo com- regno Heredi- 
monly was the opinion received, that he was vulgarly calked Atheling, which tario Angliz- 
what it ſignities, we ſhall belt be informed by an Old Engliſh Poet: ſpeaking of by M. VVeſt. 


the endeavours of ſome Honeſt and Great Men to have had this Edgar crowned ac- yolk. « », 
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-ording to Law, Jultice and Equity, in this manner ; Kc. 
The gode tryewomen of the londe wolde aabbe ymade King. Rob 'of Gloutts 
The kind cir, the poung child Edgar Atheling, ſter. 


Who ſo were next Ring by kinde me cluped him Atheling. 
Therefo:e me cluped him ſo, voz by kind he was Ring. 


And tince this Edgar had no Title to the Crown, upon the Account of any 
Elcfion, but by Right or Blood and Inheritance, which are things altogether 
incompatable with an Elective Government, I cannot for my Lite underſtand, 
how any man can hind any thing to favour my Adverfarie's Opinion, 

And tho”, his Party not being firong enough to affert his Right, he was put by, wh 
by + Harald, Earl Godwin's Son 3. yet every Body mult acknowledge, it was oO ——_ 
moſt unjulily done 3 ſince Harald could neither pretend right of Blood, nor Ele- Notes 
ion : For it was ſo far trom that, that he, contrary to the Rights of Holy = 
Church, without any Ceremony, and without expefting either the Votes of the 
Nobility, or the Aſſiſtance of the Prelatcs, he ſet the Crown upon his own 
Head, nor durlt any budy gain-ſay it : |||| For he had a great ay ; 
part of the Land of England in his own Poſſeſſion + but [. OG ho _—- iba 
were *** forc'd and com pell'd for fear, to [wear Allegiance regnum (ur jujurias R—_— ns 
r0 him : But at length, he met with a juſt Reward tor his —— diadema fine ecclefiaſtict 
Diſloyalty, lofing both his Crown and Lite at once, to Duke authoritate imponendo aſſeruir. M, P. 
Il illizam, who had as little Right as he. ubt ſupra. 

And thus, I hope, I have made it clearly evident, that my Antagoniſt has been 
wretchedly miltaken in all his Inſtances, during the Saxons Government 3 and 
tho' he pretend, he pick'd but a few out of the many he could have produced 
yet without diſparagement to his exquilite Diſcernment, I think I may truly ſay, 
11e muſt have had a great deal better _ than my elf, to have found them, and 

A 


(6) 
3 great deal more Dexterity than I can perceive he is Malter of, to have by wreſi- 
ing and Wire-drawing, the meaning of his Authors, made more, 

But tho? he may have had ill luck hitherto in his Undertaking yet perhaps he 
may ſucceed better in his Endeavours, after the Normans had made themſelves 
Maſters of this Iſland 3 but I am afraid, when we come to examine, How, and in 
what manner,and upon what Grounds,the Natural courſe of the Deſcent hath bcen changed * 
We (hall find very little reaſon, not Rill to ſrem aſtoniſhed at the boldneſs of the men, 
who would perſuade us, that a Link of the ſacred Chain of Succchon may be 
broke ſo often as a Parliament thinks fit : For if we look but with an impartial 
Eye upon the Hiſtory of thoſe times, we ſhall find, that ſuch a courſe of Succefſi- 
on as I am contending for, has been conſtantly conſerved, unleſs diverted out of 
its duc Channel, by ſome powerful and ambitious Prince, who by Cunning, Sub- 
tilty, Artifice and Addreſs, and by the Aſſiſtance of ſome Popular Friend, has 
jugled himfelf into the Throne 3 and tho? we find ſome of them debaling their 
Prerogative, truckling to, and courting the People tor their Approbation , there- 
by hoping to ſtrengthen a crack*d Title, and make up in Power, and their Fa- 
vour what it wanted, as to its Legality, I preſume, no man, of even Common 
Sence, can take that for an Election, ſince it ought to be a Solemn, Free, Sedate 
and deliberate A, which I am ſure, none of my Adverſarics Inſtances can pre- 
tend to be: Befides, it feems very firange to me, that the Kings of thoſe Times, 
ſhould Intitle themſelves to the Crown, only from the Confent of the People 3 

AN and that we ſhould no where find mention of * Adminilirators of the Govern- 

Wing _ ment, betwixt the Death of the preceding King, and the ElcCtion of his Suc- 

Nile 7 the ccAor fince, without ſuch a Provition (and ſuch a one, I am ſure there never 

Empire. was) the Kingdom muſt neceſſarily have run into Anarchy and Confution z eſpe- 

cially if the Crown were engaged in a War at the Death of any King, which has 

+ 1n the Pre- above once happen'd 3 therefore I think my Lord Coke Þ had reaſon tor ſaying, This 

facero his Kingdom is a Monarchy ſucceſſive by inherent Birth-right, of all others the moſt abſo- 

_ Book },;te and perfett Form of Government, excluding Interregnums, and with it infinite 

| POITS* 8 Inconveniencies. 

But procced we now to examine his Proofs 3; and firſt he tells us, King William 
bimſelf being illegitimate, yet ſucceeded his Father in the Dutchy of Normandy ; 
and therefore had no geeat reaſon to ſet any great value wpon that ſort of Title, whic 
is derived from Right of Bload. But if he had pleas'd to have examinyd the mar- 

[| M. Weſtm. tcr a little more narrowly, he would have found, that || Arlotte the Conqueror's 

f. 258. Mother, was afterwards lawful Wife to Duke Robert, which ſubſequent Marriage 

4 7 yo was according to the then ahnoſtuniverſally reccived Canon Law,not only ſufficient 

* 3:95 to render him Legitimate quoad Sacerdotium , but quoad Smcceſſionem too 3 tho? 
the latter was not allowed of in England, propter conſuetwdinem regni, quod ſe ha- 

** Coke 1 Inſt. bet in contrarinm ;, ſo that at a Parliament holden ** Anno 20 H. 3. for that tocer- 

f. 245-©, tifie upon the King's Writ, that the Son born before Marriage, is a Baſtard, was 

contra communem_ formam. Ecclefie, Rogaverunt omnes Epiſcopi magnates ut conſentirent, 
quod nati ante Matrimonium efſent legitimi ficut illi qui nati ſunt pott Matrimonium, 
quantum ad Succeſſionem hereditariam, quia Ecclefia tales habet pro legitimis : &+ om- 
nes Comites & Barones una voce reſponderunt, Yuod nolunt leges Anglie mutare, que 
bucuſque uſitate ſunt & approbate but how it can reaſonably be extended to Nor- 
waxdy, I cannot underſtand, for then JY7!l;am had been excluded. 

; CEN But to go on, Willzam having conquer'd this Hand, which 

Ty is i on VE. 2* Orig. he [__ -_ = oy: as =p = Confeſſor's donati- 

$* rag . _ on: upon his Death- queathed the Kingdom of England 

vis, — TED to his Sccond Son JW//ilt;am, his Eldett Son Robert bcing then 
parris Wimoniz accumulatum, in lu- in aCtual Rebellion againſt him ; but Rufus being too wile 
cem proferens Monaſteris Aurum, to rely upon his Fathers Will, which was contrary to all 

Ecclefits Parochiaws Argent! Salidos Right and Jultice, + Potts away out of Normandy umcdi- 

quinque, unicuique Pprovinclz hbgas : — . 1 "0a? Sik 

centum;egenis dividendas miſericordts» Affly into England, feifes upon his Fathcrs Freafure, and v2- 
rer aſſignavit, M, P. ubi ſopra, | ry ** hbcrally beftowes it amonrgft the people, giving Gold 
ty 


EF 


to the Mnatteries, five (ſhillings to every Pariſh Churci:, and a hundred pound to 

to cv.ry Province, to be deltributed amongſt thoſe that were needy and in want; 

promiſes over and above an emendation of the hard Laws his Father had impoſed 

upon his Subjeds, and a ſpecdy redreſs of the Grievances which then the People 

groan'd under 3 by which ſpecious pretences, and by the affiduous endeavours and 

ereat interelt of *Lanfranck, Archbiſhop of Canterbery (for the Clergy in thoſe days *M, Par. vir. 
had no ſmall influence upon Afﬀairs) he ſo far prevailed with the generality of peo- G2. in prin. 
ple, that, according to his Fathers will, which was very much urged in his favour, Y- Virg-10- 
he was received with the Shouts and Acclamations of the Croud 3 'where hc was 
immcdiately proclaimed, and ſoon after Crowned King 3 but in ſpight of all their 
endeavours, they were not able to corrupt the Loyalty of ſome ftout and generous 
+ Normans, who, as in duty they were bound, refolved to fland tirm to Kobert, to 

whom by the Laws of God and Nature (ſ{uppoting the Conqueror had lawfully _ 
enjoy'd the Crown) the Royalty was due 3 but their brave undertaking was ren- £, 231, | 
dercd uncffectual by the policy of William, who found means to take ſome of them 

off, and by the allittance of the |} Engliſh, to reduce the rett. And here this Gentle- [| Sim.Dunelm. 
man takes occaſton to obferve, that the Conqueror by his abſolute Viftory, did 2nno 1088. 
not fo wholly break the Engliſh, that all the Old Laws and Cultoms were de- f2-214- 
roy'd, becauſe they wanted not hands to uſe thoſe Weapons which were put into 

*em for the defence of Rzfxs : and thence, I fuppoſe, infers that the Conqueror 

came not to the Crown, ſo much by Arms as Conſent of the People : but how 

ſenſeclc(s and rediculous a pretence this is, I leave to himſelf to judge, fince a ſure 

and faithtul ** Hiſtorian will intorm him, that William 


+ M. Paris. ubi 


+ Ur commilitonibus Nor- 


having left the Englizh» Holtages in ſafe Cuſtody in Normandy, 
return'd into England to deftribute the Lands of the Englith 
amonaft his Nerman Souldiers that had aſſiſted him to ſubjugate 
that Country, which he did very liberally, having expet'd the 
owners out of their poſſeſſions, and that little he was plcas'd to 
leave to ſome of *em, he put under the (laviſh Tenure of perpetual 
Villenage which certainly he never could have done, had he 
not both obtained and governed the Kingdom Jure gladii. 


mannis qui in bello Haſtingenſi parri- 
am fecum ſubjugaverant, terras An- 
glorum & poſleſſiones, ipfis expulſis, 
manu diftribuat affluentt: & modt- 
cum ilhud quod ets remanerer wbn:go 

ret wz ſervitutis. M. Par. 
n vit, W. 1.10 prin. 


Fut to return from 


whence I hve digrefſed 3 Rufus and his Brother Robert came to this Agrecment.at 


the length that the latter,t becauſe of the manifeſt right be had 
1o.enjoy the Crown, ſhould have a yearly Penſion of three thouſand 
Marks out of the Revenue of England 3; and he that ſurviv”d tbe 
. other, if be died without Children, ſhould be Heir to the deceaſed 

Brother: and fo far were they trom thinking this Agreement 
ltood in need of the Ratifcation of a Great Council, that 
ther: was but Twelve of their Principal friends on each fide Sworn 


Tf — Propter manifeſtum jus quod ha- 
buit ad Regnum potſidendum,Roberto 
ſingulis annis tria millia Marcarum 
Axgenti darert ab> Anglia, & quis eorum 
diurius viveret Hares efler alterius, fi 
ablque filio moreretur ; Hoc autem 
duodecem magnues juratum fuit 

que em, Welſtm. £2 36. 


to ſec it duly obſerved. 

But Robert being abſent in the Holy Land, at Rafus's death the great men of 
the Kingdom were mightily afraid of being long, without a King (it ſeems they 
were . opinion that Robert had a right to govern) which Henry his Younger 
Brother wiſely percciving, relolved to take time by the Fore-top, and improve 
this Opportunity to the Supplanting of his Brother, and Advarcement of himſelf, 
therefore to win the Aﬀections of the Great Men, he was very liberal in making 
them || || Preſents, and promilmg larger Rewards (the ufual and molt prevailing jy p. virg. tis. 
Rhetorick of Competitors )repreſenting to *em his Brother's Cruel Difpotition, mw. 1 4. partim 
that he himſelf was their own Country- man,and bom after his Fathers coming to the dando, partim 
Crown which gavea reafonablepretence to expedt to be prefer'd before Robert; and &* _ polh- 
having bound himfelf by Oath,to make a full Retiitution of all their Ancient Laws, ION 
and confirm them by his Charter, and abrogate ſuch fevere ones as his Father + jn ipſum 
had made, they did * unanimoufly conſent to conſecrate him King, and I cannot confentirent, 
ſee how this that was managed with ſo much Bribery and Corruption can proper- * ' regem u- 
ly becall'd an Ele&tion; however, I think we need not wonder to find this King (et 


publickly owning the conſent of the people to be the toundation of his Advance- yy par.vic. Hr. 
mcnt in princi po. 


(10) 


tnent to the Throne : for he muſt either acknowledge that, or opeuly profeſs himſelt 
an unjuſt Uſurper,tince he had no other way to cntitle himſelf to it but that. But what 
his thoughts were, as to the juſineſs of that Title, M. Paris, after he has told us that 
the Enterview between the King and his Brother Robert, in order to compoſe their 
differences (for the latter had laid claim tothe Crown as his Birth-right, and had no 
inconliderable Party to back him in it) had proved incif&tual, and that the breach 


* Rex it1que Henricus ſentiens Conſci- 
entam ſuam in obtentu regni caute- 
riatam, erat quippe eleganter litera- 
rus, utpote a primzva #tate przcepto 
Patris addi&us literis, & jam in jure 
quod audiverat, ſecret) expeditus, 
cepir 1u ſemetipſo impetns inſurgen- 
tium formidare 3 & Dei juſtitiam in 
- . Ipſum fulminare, eo quod fratrt ſuo 
primogenito, cui Jus Regni manite- 
ſte competcbat, remere uſurpando, 
Injuſie nimis abſtulerar ; ſed plus t1- 
mens homines quam Deum, Regni 
Nobiles primd ſubdolis pollicitis 1n- 
clinando conciliavit, cogitans poſtea 
perfundationem Abbatiz, quam con- 
firuere 'propoſucrar, de tavta injuria 
Deo ſatisfacere. M. Par. vit. H. 1 An- 
no 1104. 


was thereby rather widencd than leſſened, * informs us, thar 
Henry who wasb both latcly inſtructcd in the Law CONCETINING 
this point,and otherwiſe very learned.fecling tlc iiings ot Cone 
ſcience for his wnjuſt obtainirg of the Crown in prejudice of his 
elder Brother,he began to be afraid of his Adverlarics,and to fear 
the juſt Judgement of God Almighty,tor deprivirg him cf and 
wickedly uſurping (it ſeems the Election of the People could 
not render him guiltleſs of ſo foul a Crime) that Kingdom 
which he had a manifeſt Right to (ſo that the pcople were ve- 
ry far from having a power to deprive the one of his 
Birth right, much leſs to confer it on another). But he not- 
withſtanding all this, fearing man rather than God, endea- 
voured to incline the Nobility to his party by crafty promiſes, 
hoping to ſatishe God for the Commiſion of ſo great an In- 
jury, by founding a Religious Houſe. ( A ltrange way, you 
will ſay, cf attoning for ſo horrible Impiety. ) And thus 
you ſce what a ſlender Opinion this wile Prince, (who had 


as much reaſon to ſet a Value upon it, as any one) had of a Title that was built 
upon no ſurer Bottom, than the Choice of the People, 
Henry fearing leaſt {ome body mig}: do as much tor his Son H”{!liam, as he had 


+M. P.f 66. 


done for his Brotherz having call'd a Cour:cil, made all his great Mcn ſwear 


Gervas.Chron. Faith and Allegiance to him ('tis f fecit jurare in the Original z tho* our Pam- 


T138. 


phletcer would fain infinuate the contrary } But J/illtam being dead in the 27th. 


j w. Milmſb: year of his Reign (as we are inform'd at large from || Malmsbury) Henry calls a 


Hiſt. Novel. 


Council, and having opened the juttneſs ot his Daughter, the Empreſs Maud's 
Title to the Crown, as being deſcended on one tide trom 1/:1liam the Conqueror, 
and deriving her ſelf on her Mother's Side, trom the Blood Royal of the Saxons, 
who in a long continued, and uninterrupted Serics,vt kings lincally Succeeding one 
another,had enjoy'd the Crown till the Azrival ot the Conqueror; he commands all 


L 1.f.175- 


» W, Malmſb. Hiſt. Nov. f. 179- 
Anno 31 regni ſui Rex Henricus re- 
diit in Angliam, Imperatrix quoque 
eodem anno narali ſolo adventum ex- 
hibuit, habiroque non parvo proce- 
rum conventu apud' Nerthaipro- 
nam, priſcam fidem apud eos, qul 
dederant, novavit, ab ils qui non de- 


there preſent,of any Moment, to twear Fealty to his Daughter : 
And **again,in his 31. year he called another Council, and 
made all thoſe that had ſworn before, renew their Oath, and 
took it of thoſe that had neglected it before. Which to me is 
cl:ar Evidence,that this was nothing leſs than Election of the 
Empr-45 for their future Sovercign ;lince *tis very uvlikely,they 
needed have perform'd that Ceremony more than once;much 


leſs twice in four years: belides, licre is no mention of cho- 
ling, or any thing like itz but only of ſwearing Faith and 
Allegiancez to which add, that this Council here, and ali 4long betore, ſpoken 

of was compoſed only of ſuch perſons as were Tenants in Capui- to the Kin 
Yet notwithſtanding all this care, upon the death of the King hcr Father, Mitud 
- P, Virg..12, Was moſt unjulily deprived of her Right, and by him too that always had been the 
M. Par. vit. firſt man that ſware to the contrary:For, Stephen * being a man of great Reſolution, 


deranr accept. 


Steph. Aw. and a very good Souldier z whereby he had acquired no ſmall reputation, and 
3135» gain'd a very conſiderable Interclt; and being afſilted by ſeveral of his Fricnds, and 


more particularly Henry, Biſhop of Wincheſter, he thought it would prove no hard 
matter to ſet the Crown upon his own Head 3 but at the firſt diſcovery of his 
Defign,a great many of the Nobility were extremely (tartled at the Horrid Impiety 
»f the Man 3 which, he perceiving, began to ſoften 'em with fair words and large 


a \ promilecs 


q 
V 
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oromiſes of future rewards 3 but that which did him the beſt ſervice, was ready 
money, a Golden Bait that ſeldom fails of being ſwallowed by a!l ro whom; 
tis proffer'd. He obliged himſelf moreover, to conſent to ſuch good and gen- 
tle Laws as they ſhould deviſez and ſo by theſe Arts, and the relile(s endeavors 
of his Friends, he made a [hift to ſqueeze himſelf into the Throne, contrary to 
his repeated and ſolemn Oaths to the contrary,and all Laws Divine and Humane; 
and yet this has the good luck to paſs, with this Gentleman, for an EleCtion 3 bur 
certainly, he muſt take his Readers for either Fools or Mad-men, to think thcy 
would be impoſed on by fuch filly Cheats as this. 

Stephen had come to the Government too unjuſtly, to be like to continue in it 
long without. Diſturbance 3 for preſently the Empreſs endeavor'd to recover and re- 
gain that right (hz was (o impiouſly deprived of;and after various Fortune of War, 
the having reſigned her right to her Son Henry Stephen and he, by the fnrercet- 
tion of ſeveral good and Holy Biſhops, came to a final Agreement. God looking 
down upon the Jultice of Henry's Cauſe, Stephen in an Afſembly of a great many 
of the Biſhops, and other Great Men, * acknowledged, that 


4 


Henry had an Hereditary Right to the Kingdom; (and it fo, 
] would fain know, with what Juſtice the people can pre- 
tend to any power of diſpoting ot the Crown?) and he was 
graciouſly pleaſed to grant, that Stephen, as long as he liv'd, 
it he were fo minded, might till enjoy the Government z 
and then thoſe preſent, were {worn quietly, upon the Death 
of Stephen, to receive Duke Henry, as their Natural and Law- 
ful Sovereign. 


* Rex St-ph.2rus—recognovit, in con- 
ventu Epiſcoporum & altorum regat 
optimatum, quod jus Hzreditariuma 
Dux Henvicus in regnum hakebat : #& 
Oux benigne conceffit, ut Rex Ste- 
phanus rota vica ſud, £1 veller, Reg- 
num pacifice poſſiderer, &c. NM. Par. 
vit. Steph. 1153+ f. 26. M. Weſtin 
f. 245» 


And accordingly, upon Stephen's Death, Henry being both lov'd and fear'd 


by every one, came very calmly to the Throne 3 and he having ſuftciently expe- 
rienc'd what an alluring Temptation a Diadem is 3 and that Men of Pride and 
Ambition, make no Conſcience of breaking through all Obligations and Ties, 
that may obſtruct their Advances to ſo glittering a Bait, thought the only way 
to ſecure the Crown, without Diſpute, to his Eldeſt Son | Henry, was to fet it 
upon his Head before his Death 3 but before that time came, he had ſufhcient 
cauſe to repent his Choice of this unfortunate Courſe. However, this my Anta- 
goniſt would have thought an Election of the Young Prince to ſucceed his Fa- 
ther, without which he could not pretend to it 3 but if he do but look upon that 


very Author f he has quoted, he will find, it he have any 
remains of Modeſty in him, what Reaſon he has to bluſh at 
tris Ditingenuity 3 tor he will there find, that the great men 
were afraid they were call'd to give an account, and ſuffer 
the King's Cenſure for ſeveral unjultitiable NegleQts they had 
been guilty of (ſurely either this Council was very far dif- 


T Gervas.H. 2. f. 1412. Ipſa die Heti- 
ricum fililum ſuum qui eadem ſeptima« 
ni de Normannis, militem fecit. ſta- 
timque ſtupentibus cun&is & miranti- 
bus in Regem ungui Przcepir & coro- 
nart—— coronatus itaque norus rex 


ferent from what we call a Pazl:anent now 3 or the Times 
are ſtrangely alter'd with 'em) but whgn they found *twas 
only to athilt at the Coronation of Young Henry, they were right glad ; they all 

the time being filled with Wonder and Amazement 3 they being ſofar from pre- 

tending to any power of Election, that they only look'd on, and then ſwaxe Feal- 

ty. Belides, || M. Paris tells us, that the King having call'd his- Bithops, com- y w.. Paris vir. 
manded them to ſet the Crown upon young Henry's head, without taking any H. 2. Anno. 
notice of any others, -as if there had been none preſent but they 3 which he cer- 1170+ 
_ would never have done, if ſo ſolemn a Ceremony as an Ele&ion had been 

neccflary. 


ex przcepto patris ſui, ſuccepit fide- 
liates. 


Henry was [:cceeded by Richard his Eldeſt Son, living at his Death 3 without 
any provilion made in his Fathers life time, in order thereto from the conſent of 
the people, unleſs he will call an Article of Peace between King Henry and the 
King of France one : and certainly he muſt mean that if any thing, when he 
ſaycs his Father was glad to get the — ”: confirm'd to him z but by this it 
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(12) 
* Proviſum eft etjiam quod Comes was only * Provided, That Richard hov!4 receive Homage {rom 
Fi:har4us acciperer Homagia homi» 1} þ;, Piers Subjeds : but for all this, he tc)'s us, That 
= - —_ 69% gran ſul CS ho was again Elected after his Fathers Death 3 which 10 
5 Ont mee ſcems very ftrange, for ene would have thought one 
Ele&ion would have ſcrv'd his turn 3 but *cis like the reti of 
his incoherent Diſcourſe : bc&lides, 1 cannot bclieve Irv Kichard would atter- 
+ Flor. Hiſt. wards have taken upon himſclf to declare his Nephew Þ 4: + his Kor, unleſs 
Anno 1190 he had known that the Kingdom was Hereditary, tor wn an Elec Monarchy 
page = there can be no {uch thing, | 

*F A-119% But notwithſtanding King Richard being, kil'd at Chalize, he was moſt unnatu- 
| M.Paris.4n, Tally put by his Right by his Uncle }| Foha, who inumcdiatcly {cized upon his Bro- 
1159. in, vit. thers Treaſure, and retaining all his Servants and Stipendiary Souldiers in their 
Johan. former Condition, he comes into England after having very generouſly diltributcd 
his Money amongit thoſe, that he thought were -capable of dcjing him any Scr- 

vice, and having hilt ſent ſeveral of his Principal Friends thither, who made the 

pcople ſwear Allegiance to him 3tho' at firlt he met with ſome rubs in his way, 

from ſome Loyal and Brave Perſons who adhered to Arthur, as their \Vatwral Liege 

++ M. Paris, Lord (as the ** Eiſtorian expreſſes it) alledging, that, according to the received 
ubi ſupra. Cuſtom, Arthur the Son of the Elder Brother ought to ſucceed into that Hered+- 
| tary Patrimony his Father Geofry ſhould have cnjoy'd, had he outliv'd his Brother 

++ M. Paris King Richard; but having calPd a Council of all thoſe, Tf 2i cus Coronation inter- 
ubi ſupra. efſe debwerant, Archbiſhop Hubert made fuch a Speech to 'm, as (he ayes truly ) 
would have fjartled the Convocation in 1640 3 but it ſounded as Rrangely ty 
thoſe then preſent, to hear him aſflert, That no one could have any Title to the 
Crown, Niſt ab univerſitate Regnt \unanimiter elecius, and to run on at ſo notori- 
ouſly falſe and extravagant a Rate: but he being a very Potert Man, both the King 

and the reſt were forced to hear him patiently, but with no {mall coneern, that 

a man of his incomparable Wiſdom, and fo conliderable a P:Var of the Common- 
wealth ſhould openly maintain {o ſtrange a Doctrine 5 but -nuuc were {4 deeply 
touched as thoſe good and honeſt men.who being fully perſuaded of the juſtneſs of 
Anthu””s Title, were extreamly {urprized to tind a Clergy- 

' Aur fraudandi Arthurum op- - man and Archbiſhop the principal Y* Ador in depriving the 
timum Adolcſceatem, avito regno, aut poor , Prince of that Hereditary: Kingdom, which by Birth- 


ney tuntags ip arg Sd right-was his due, contrary to all Law and Jultice, ſetting the 
 _ Crownon Jobs's Head. 


in prin. - ws . wS 

But che buſineſ; being over, the*Achbiſhop was asked why he would, in the face 

of the-Sun, offer to deliver fuch faK{e Principles 3 upon which the Good Man, not 
{1.2 -4 Well knowing how to give an handfome Reply, ventures up- 
44+ Reſponder ſe praſagi- mente on defending, orat lealt exculng one. Lye by another; tct- 
conje&vrare, a quibuſdam oraculls Jing them 44+ That his mind did not only forebode it, but 
edottum & certificarum fuilfe,” quod pv 1c {ford in a Dream from God, that one Gay this 

Ipſe Jobannes Regnum & Corona would prove a very ill Prince; and therefore he ddlive 
aliquando , foret corrupturus, & in / P wy pwbaoarwtotr ant 
magnam Confuſionem preciptaturus, &@ that Do&trine, tho? falſe, that Fohy reinembring by what 
& ne habear liberas habenas hoc'fa- Tenure he held tiis Crown, might have a Check upon him, 
ciendi ipſe Ele&ione non: Sucrele © x0 prevent his'tunning out'too tar in his Extravagancies : fo 
——— again gigi debery 2h  4hat he Having acknowledged what he then delivered to be 
—_ | falſe, th&-contxary muſt needs be true; for there is no medium 
betwixt them 3 and all this conſider'd, you may ſee how much Reaſonyon have 

to admire the Gentlemar's @andor and Sincerity'in-rdlating-this Tranſaction. 

But King John had not enjoy'd the Crown long, but he felt the cffedts of this 
popular Doctrine, which the Archbiſhop had inſtilled into the peoples heads: 
for they growing weary'of his Government, that was partly Arbitrary and Ty 
rannical, withdrew their Obedience from him, and elc&ecd: Lewis Son to the F ft 
King, (which haw they could de, -#4 not be guitty--of Rebellion, 1 am not! able 
to underiiand)) but however, it was not as my Pamphletcer would have it, more 
eaſily conſented to by Philip his Father, becauſe King John had been cundemned 

and 
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/ 
and attained for Treaſon in his Brother Richzrds time, beeauſc he w3s pardoned 
all his Crimes by that King, as * M. Paris will inform him 3 but becauic he ood 
attainted for the Murder oft + Duke Arthur, tor which he had tn France been try'd 
by his Peers and condemned, 

But ling fohn dying ia the midſt of theſe Troubles, his Son Henry the Third 
being then under Ape, was advanced to the Throne by the Loyal endeavours « t the 
Earl Marſhall and th. Legate Wo, with feveral other Great Men, wio, Weltmin- 
ſter the uſual place £t Coronation being in the hands of Lewis and the Ren! Lords, 
before the great Altar in the Conventual Church at Glowceſter, antiontes and f-- 
lemnly crowned hun, fayes the \| Rittorian. And tho' from the Speech witch wes 
made to that party of the Nobility that was there then, by the Earl Marthall, "is 
pretended that Henry was Eledted 5, yer I dare fay, it any one do but inipar 
conlider the Tenor ot it, he will tind that the Detign of it was rather «++ | 
ſuade thoſe preſent to retumto their Duty, and acknowledge hit tor tocis ing. 
whom God and Nature had dcligned for that great Charge : tor lc v.gins bis Dit 
courſe to *em thus ** Kcee Rex Velter ( which he certainly then could nor be, it cheix 
Election were neceflary to make him ſuch) and amovgtt the reſt of his Arguments, 
ſayes to *em thus --- bunc igitur libeat regem dicere cut ipſum regnum Aebetur--»> You 
ought tr, choote him to whom the Kingdom is du2 (which furcly it can be to 
none, if it be nut Hereditary ) and what puts all out of doubt that the Kingdon: 
was not then (and it not then, | am ſure never tince) Elective, 1s the Anfvver et 
Hubert de Buro':, that great bath Statcliman and Souldier, to Lewis vvhen he furn- 
mon'd him to dcliver up Dover to him, tince his Matter for vyhote ufe and (ervice 
he had fo long and valiantly defended it, vvas dead 3 ff If my old Maſter, faycs 
he, be dead, be has left bebind him Sons and Daughters which ought to ſucceed him, 
A thing he never vvould have afferted, had he not thought there had-bcen a Divine 
Right ſomevvhere cl{e than in the people. 

Henry the Third being gone the vvay of all Fleſh, his Eldeſt fon Edward fuc- 
ceeded him: a Prince of moſt extraordinary hopes, and vvhoſe Life let the World 
ſee it vvas not deceived in him ; this Prince, at his-Fathers death, vvas abſent tn 
the Holy Land, in purſuit of Honcur there 3 yet notvvithlianding; in a great Coun- 
cil held at London, |\\\| he was recognizcd end acknewledged to be their Natuvat Liege 
Lord, and Lawfidl Swcciſſor to bis Fathers Throne,» We mcet tiet' hexe vvithy ary 
thing like ElcCtion, vvhich no duubt vve ſhould nct fail to do, it there vvere any 
ſuch thing practiſed. 2 * 

But becauſe we arc told (page 6) that whether Edward were the Eldeſt Son 
ot his Fathcr or no, remains a doubt in Hiftoty, 1 ſhall endcavor, notwithfianding 
the pretences of the Houſe of Lancaſter to the contrary, whofe Intereſt it was, 
(as the Foundation upon which the Fufineſs ta their Claim to the Crown wis 
tounded) to have it thought otherwiſe, affure' him from one that had as good 
an Opportunity, and great Reaſon to know as any man, that Edmmd was fix 
years younger than his Brother Edward : For;fays M. Paris, wholived in the Time 
ot Henry the 3d. and was very great at Court, * Edward was born the 15th. day of 
May. 41. 1239. at Weſlm. 2nd upon S. Marcellns's day An. 12 45,Quear Elianor pre- 
ſented the king with anuther Son, who, by his "Command, was -calle4 Edmund; 
and tho? it was ſometimes ſaid he was put by -for his Deformity, yet *tis well 
known how notoriouſly talfc that Scandal is : For he had his Name Crorth back, 
not b:cauſc he was crooked, but by reaſon of a Croſs he uſed (as did all thofe 
that took upon them the Croiſado,) to' wear upon it. _— 

The xt was that Untortunate Prince Edward 2. who ſuffering himſelf tv 
be too much guided” by his Minions, K&ll at length into ſome arbitrary 'and irre- 
gular Courlcs thai brought the hatred and iH will cf his Subjects ro that degree up- 
on him, that by the vitloyal and ambitious PraQtices'of his lufiful and lafcivious 
Queen, and undutital and unnatural Son, he was at laſt deprived both of his 
Crown and Litezan action ſo inhuman, barbarous and deteſtable,and every way fo 


unallicavle, that I cannot but wonder with vyhat Brow and Confetence, any mat! 
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can bring that as art! Inſtance of the Power of Parliaments, ft this rate. the 
blackeſt Villanies that Hell can invent, may be detended, if it be but 25 ſucelst@.l 
as *tis impious. Belides, thould we but once allow it lawful for Ss, when 
they think fit, to depoſe and murder, or as then *tis call'd, bring, to Juilice their 
Princes, we ſhall not only undermine the very Foundations of all! Government, 
but give a fatal Blow cven to Chriltianity it ſelf: And well rmig,..: t!:: poor Prince 
folace hunticlt, in the niidit of all his almolt icſupportable Aflictions, with the 
hopes of having his Sn ( whoſe Wickedneſs he was ignorant of ) Reign atter ; 
For it would be no doubt, no {mall'comtort to him, to think that thoſe Mon who 
in Contempt and open Defiance to the Laws of God and Nature, had proceeded 
to perpetrate {o horrid a Crime, that a Hcathen of the true Roman Stamp, would 
have bluth'd at the thoughts ot, ſhould not yet fo far forget themiclves, as to re- 
ject every Branch of that Tree, at whoſe Root they had ttruck fo great a Blow, 
Surely trom Times io ditturbed and unſettled as thele, Men of cither Honeſty or 
Common Sence, will not offer to bring, Prelidents to direct themiclves by. 

After a long and Glorious Reiz::, £4zard the Third, who, atter the Death 
of Edward the Etack Prince, had 1n Yariiament created Richard of Brrdeaux, Earl 
of Cheſter, and Piince ut Wales, ina ihort time after, Ictr the Crown to this 
Young Prince, another of our u:fortunate Kings z F and fo far is ic from being 
true, that his Title to the Crown was queltioned by John of Garrt, the great 
Duke of Lancaſter, that he was, at the lattcr cnd of his Father's Reign, in- 
truſted with the Licutenancy of the Realm 3; and aiccr his Death, was Protedtor 
to the Young King, during his Minority : whic!: certainly had never been it 
Fobn of Gamnt, jure propinquitatis, had claini'd the C:own, it being dangerous to 
put ſo great a Trult and Power into the hands ui a Conp.tiror : Nor was ever 
the Succelſhon conhirm'd to him by Parliament, any oth<rn ie man t have mention» 
ed. Neither can Polydore's Regem dicunt, it you leave out this Genutlerman's ditin- 
genuous Addition of | by their Comnion Suffrages | tor there i> io 1..ch t!:ing in the 
Original, ſigniftie any more, than that he was proclaimed King 3 But it would be 
well for this unhappy Prince, it he might but as quietly quit, as he enter' into the 
Throne; , but alas / it fell oyt quite otherwiſe : For King Richard being made 
Priſoner by his Couſin Henry ot Lancaſter, a Parliament was Summoned by him 
in the King's Name, in the- one and twentieth year of his Reign, to mect at 
Weſtminſter. An a&tion certainly illegal in it (elf 3 for it the Kings Summons were 
neceſſary, as it appears it was, I would gladly know-how it can be prerended, 
in this Caſe, that this Parliament did convene by his Authority? tor tho? the Writs 
were iſſued out in his Name 3 yet was he fo far from conſenting to it, that if it 
had lay'n in his power he, would have prevented it. But this Aſſembly or Parlia- 
ment, call it what you will, being got together, I would fain be intorm'd upon 
what Law or Authority (I mean Legal) they grounded their following Proceed- 
ings ? for if the Breath of the Kings Noſtrils was neceſſary to give them their Be- 
ing, it is a little irrational to ſuppoſe,. they could thence derive a Lawtul Power to 
deliroy the Author of their Life : belides, how can it be ſuppuſed they could pro- 
ceed juſily to paſs a Final Sentence ppon Him whoſe concurrance was abſolutely 
required to give birth to any Law which might concern his meanelt Subjects, thu? 
they thought it nere ſo convenient ? and why ({hould we believe it in the Power 
of the Eſtates of the Realm to impoſe any thing upon the King, when he could 
bind them to obſerve nothing without their conſent tirft obtained ? and yet our 
Pamphletcer is not aſhamed to avouch this as a Prelident of Parliamentary Power, 
in the Point of Succeſſion. But it we do but examine the matter a lictle more nar- 
rowly; we ſhall tind it makes very little for his purpoſe, unle(s it be his Detign 
(and a man mult have a great dcal of Charity to believe it is not_) to inftrudt the 
people how to proceed in caſe their King will not do as they would have him; 
for we ſhall hnd, that tho* they uſurped the exorbitant Power of Depoling Ri- 
har; yet did they not pretend to the power of Elc&ing who they pleas'd, but 
thought themielves'in duty bound\to ſubmit to him to whom by Right ct Blood 

the 
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Blood the Crown did belong. And this evidently appears from Hexry, Duke cf 


L.meaitcy's manver of laying Claim to the, Crown z for no looner was'the Throne 
void by the pretunded voluntary Retignation of King Richard, but Henry, ttt 
having fortiti.d hini{clf with the tign of the Crofs, ttood up and made his de- 
mand of the Crown in his Mother-Tongue in this tou of Words (asl have cx- 
raced thum out of the * Parliament Roll : ) 


Jn the Name of the F2der, Donne and Holy Goft, J Henry of Lancaſtre chal- 
lenge this Rewme cf Pngionde, and the Co2one, with all the Briwb:cs and ths 
Appurtenances, als J thar am dcſcendit by ryght line ef ti;e blede compng fro 
the gude Lo:d, Ring Henry therde, ( By this youu may lee vyhar at vV35 hd laid 
the itrels of his Clainz on.) and thozghe that Right that ©ed of his Gzoce 
bath ſcnt me, (Hz it ſe-T;* acknovvledges God, and not the puypke tor the Au- 
thor of his Right.) with the help of my Kyn and of my Frienoes to recvr7 it ; 
the which 4cware was in point to be ondone fo defaut of eovernance and undo- 
png of the gude Lawes. 


After which Chalenge and Claim (ſays the Record }) as well the Lords Spi- 
ritual as Tow1poral, all and all the States there preſent, being ſeverally and all 
interrogated wat they thought of the aforeſaid Challenge and Claim: The above- 
named Statcs, with all the Commonalty, without any difficulty or delay, unanimorſly 
agreed, that the aforeſuid Duke ſhould reign over them, And this being the Na- 
ked Truth of the matter, I cannot imagine wich what propriety of Speech this 
can be called an ElcRHi-n 3 or what reaſon this Gentleman had for to fay,that che 
abovc-mientioned Title was the leaſt of all infitted onz when it appears from the 


Rcll Cas | have faichfully crauſlated it) that no other was fo mudvras : men- 
tioned. "be 


And thus we have heard how the poor and unfortunate Prince, Richard the 
Second (from whoſe Actions, it they be but examined with an impartial Eye, 
we cannot conc':'d: him to have been either very inſufficient or evil it we {os 
berly weigh the Imputations that were objected againtt him, we (hall tind no- 
thing of any truth, or at Icalt any moment) was, in a tempeliubus Ragc, depri- 
ved of his Right 3 and upon what Grounds Henry 4. mounted his Throne. 


But how juſtly, even in the Opinion of ſome at that time , you will beſt be in- 
form'd from Thomas Merkg, Biſhop of Carliſle, a wiſe and Learned man, and 
of no leſs Courage, who, when it was moved in Parliament what ſhould be 
done with King Kichzrd ? He boldly flood up, and ſpoke to this Effet Cas it is 
fer down by * Sir K:chard Baker 3 and fincc it is ſo much to the purpoſe, IThope 
the rcader will not Le difplealed with the length of it.) 


* My Lor:;, The matter now propounded is of marvellous Weight and Con- 
« ſequence, wherein there are two points chiefly to be conſidered. The Firſt, 
* Whether King Richard be ſuthcicntly put out of his Throne? The Second, whe- 
© ther the Duke of Lncaſter be lawtully taken in ? For the Firſt, How can that be 
* ſuftciently done, wlzen there is no Power ſufficient to do it? The Parliament 
* cannot 3 for of the Parliament, the King is the Head 3 and can the Body put 
* down the Had ? You will ſay, the Head may bow it (af down ; and may the 
* King relign # It is truc, but what force is in that which is done by Force ? 
* And who knows not that King Richard's Relignation was no other ? But ſup- 
** pole he be ſufficiently out, yet how comes the Duke of Lancaſter to be lawful- 
© ly in ? It you ſay by Conquelt, you ſpeak Treaſon: For what Conqueſt with- 
* out Arms ? And can a Subject take up Arms and not be Treaſon ? If you ſay, 
* by Election, of the State, you ſpeak not Reaſon: For what Power hath rhe 
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State 
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* State to ele, while any that is living hath Right to ſ:ccond 2 But ſach a Suc- 


* $0 call'd © cefſor is not the Duke of Lancaffer, as delc:nded from ® F 4.2 Crouchback, the 
q from a Croſs © Elder Son of King Henry the Third, tho? put by the Cr-wa for Deformity of 
; _— to bi < his Body: For who knows not the Falſcneſs of this AJ!-zarion ? Sccing it is 
Back. * > "62 thing netorious, that this Edmmnd was neither the Eller Prother, nor yer 


« Crook-back'd 3 but of a goodly Perſonage, and without ary Df amity, And 
« your ſ:lv.s cannot forget a thing {o lately done, who it vvas, that jn the Fourth 
<« year of King Richard.vvas declared by Parlianient to be Hrir to the Crovvn, in 
* caie King Kichard (hould die without Iſſuc.But,why then is not that Claim mad; ? 
* becauſe Silent Leges inter Arma, what, diiputing of Titles again\} che ftream of 
< Power ? But however itis extrcme injuſtice, that King Xzchr4 thould be con- 
* dewned without being heard, or once allowcd to make his Lietence, And now 
* my Lords, I have ſpoken thus at this time, that you may conlider of it before it 
be too late, for as yet it is in your Power, to undo that jultly, which you have 
* unjuſtly done. | 


E | 

Thus ſpoke that Loyal and Good Prelate, but to little purpoſe, though there 
was neither Proteſtation nor Exception made againſt this Sp:cch, which certainly 
there wouldhave been, had there not been as much Truth as Buluncls in vvhat 


he ſaid, E 


And tho? Henry the Fourth did afterwards get the Inheritance of the Crown 
and Realm of England (etled upon himſelt for Lite, and the R.cmainder entailed 
upon his four Sons by Name, and the Iflue of their Bodics, yet that cannot at all 
make for my Adverſaries purpoſe, fince it amounted to no more than a Contirma- 
tion of him in the Throne or if it did, vve may vvcll ſuppoſe that a Prince that 
vvas conſcious to hin{clf hovv unjultly he had gain'd his Crown, would not be 
very unwilling to take ſuch a way, tho* in derogation to. his Prerogative, to fc- 


care himſelf, if poſſible, tho” not out of an Opinion that they could give hima 


better Right than they had 3 but becauſe *tis natural to ſuppoſe they would, upon 
any occaſion, be ready to detcnd what they fo ſolemnly had enacted 

Come we next to Henry the Fifth, who, this Gentleman ſays, was Eletcd ; 
But how notoriouſly falſe that Aﬀertion of his is, will appcar trom hence, that 
firſt there was no Parliament called till atter his Coronation + and 'in tae next 
place, that if the A of Parliament, made in the Seventh Year of Henry thc 
Fourth, had ſo great a Force and Vertue as he fays it had, it was needlels; nox 
can he prove any ſuch thing from that careleſs,and negligent Hiſtorian Polydoye: For 
Concilium Principum, with him, does not always ſignihe a Parliament 3 as any one 
that has read him, which I dare ſay he never did, will perceivez nor docs his 
Phraſe, creare Regem, import any more than the King's Coronationz belides, 
*tis moſt untrue which he affirms, that Allegiance was never {worn bcfore his 
Time, till after a King was Crowned: For the contrary appears from King 
Zohn and Edward the Firſt : Nay, *tis undeniably true, that the Kings of Eng» 
land have exerciſed all manner of Royal Juriſdiftion, precedent to all Ceremo- 
ny, or any Formality whatſoever 3 and that the Death of one King, has, in that 
very Moment, given Livery and Seiſin of the Royalty to the next Heirz and by 
vertue of that, Richard the Firſt, as a mark of his Sovercignty, immediatcly on 
his Father's Death, rcltor'd the Earl of Leiceſter to his whole Eltate. 


Henry the Fifth being dead, he was without any Oppoſition, admitted to 
the Throne, nah hue an Infant ; but in the Thirty Ninth Year of this 
King, in open Parliament. Richard,Duke of Tork , the true and righttul Heir ro the 
Crown of England and France, made his Challenge and Demand of ir, as being 


next Heir to Lionel}, Duke of Clarence, Elder Brother to Fohn of Gaunt, _ 
. WIWOMmN 
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whom. dcſcended the Houſe of Lancaſter 3 but to this Claitn of his, it was ait- 

(wered, by the ifing's Fri?nds, That the ſame Crowns, were, by ACt of Parlia- 

ment, Entailed upon Herry the Fourth, and the Hcirs of his Body, trom whom 

King Henry the Sixth did lincally defcend. * The which A& (ſay they, as It 1 in * Rov. Parl, 
the Record )) is of Authority to defoat any manner of Title made to zny Perſon. To 35 8.5. nt9, 
which the Duke of York antwerably replies,That if King Henry the Fourth might have = | 
obtained and ej 1yed the ſud Crowns of England and France by title of Inberitance,De- 

ſeent or Succeſſron, he neither needed, nw would have dc{;re4, or made them to be 

graited to him in ſuch wiſe as they be by the ſzid AA; the which taketh no place , 

nor is of ay Force or Effet, (mand that } agaiuit him that is Right Inberitor of the 

ſaid Crowns, as it accordeth with God's Laws and ail Nettral Laws : And this 

Claim and Anſwer of the Duke of York, is ex;relly acknowledged and rccngriis 

2d by this Parliament, to be Good, True, fuft, Lamwful and Sufficient 3 and *tis 

dprecd that Herry (hall hold the Crown during his F.ite 3 and the Duke of 

Tork,, in the mean time, to be reputed and proclaumed Reir Apparent. 


So that we have here (as much as can be defircd ) a Parlizment, trot only 
e&cclaring,that a Title to the Crown, ought to derive it iclt only from the Laws of 
God and Nature 3 and not from any Civil San&tionz and acknowledging in at 
the Bargain, that it is be\ond the Reach of any Humane, Legiilative Power, to 
debar and exclude any one that jultly claims by ſuch a Right. | 


But to + proceed upon E421 the Fourth's coming to the Crown, a Parliament 
conven'd in the tirlt year of his Reign, does acknowledge and recognize his Title * Rot. Parl. 
in theſe words (as the * Record has it) Knowing alſs cert zinly withmt doubt and > £4: 4-0. 8: 
ambiguity, that by Gods Law and Law of Nature, He (h. e. Edwari\the Fourth) and © 
none other is and ought to be true, rig"t-riſe, and natural Liege and Sovereign Lord. 
And that he was in Right from the Death of the ſaid Noble and Famous Prince hif 
Father, very juſt King of the ſame Realm of England. So here "again we have ans 
vther Parliament ot the ſame mind with the laſt, and I doubt not but we fhall 
meet with more of *em ere we have done. 


When King Edward the Fourth was droven out of his Kingdom by H:nry the 
Sixtl1, *tis true the Crown was again entail'd (if it may be properly fo call'd) 
npon him and his Reirs, &c. but till the proceeding was grounded upon the ſame 
Botcom with the tormer, 


Here our Pamiphlctecr is pleaſed to make this drowfie Obſervation, that botl 
the Familics of York and Lancaſter clainn'd a Title by A&t of Parliament : *ris true 
the latter did, becaute they had no cther that would carry Water, but as falſe 
that the former ever did for they, as you have ſeen before, founded their preten- 
ces upon the found Bottom of Divine and Natural Law. Bclides Richard, Duke 
of York challenged the Crown as his jutt Right before any Act pafs'd in his fa- 
vourz nor was it the want of a Parliamentary Title which he ftood in need of 
that kept him off, but becauſe he had not Power and Intereſt enough to affert the 
juttneſs of his Þicte : 211 theretore *tis no wonder he defterr'd the nuking of his 
Claim fo long) for to have done it fooner, would but have riveted the Uſurper 
more hrinly in his Throne, 


But Edward having regain'd his Kingdom as quickly as he loſt it, left it at his 
death to his unfortunate Son E4zpard the Fifth, who was ſoon deprived both of 
that and his Lite, by his barbarous, inhumane, and ambitious Uncle K:ichard, Duke 
ot Glon-eſter, who having perſuaded ſome, and forced others to believe, or at 
leaft ſcem to believe, that all his Brother Edward's Children were Baſtards, did, by 
a kind of pretended Elction, and at the inſtance of all the Great Men. take (or 

| rather 


* Rot. Parl. 
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rather uſurp,) the Crown. But that the miylicry of that ſubtle Tran{.&ion may 


be fully diſcovered, 1 ſhall tranſcribe that Petition and Election. as ti::y call it, 
out of the Parliament Roll, as much as« is neceſſary, and cpitunize the reft. and 


- then I will lzave the Reader to judge how diſ-ingcououtly not ro cu11 it worſe) 


tho? according to his Cuttom, this Gentleman would intinuate, as it iu the midjt 
of their bighelt flatteries and conrtſhip to him,they tell bim only of this great and ſur: 1itle 
by At of Parlizment, An untruth, if he had had the leati grain of Modctty, he 
could not have had the contidence to aſlcrt 3 but by this time, 1 ſuppole, you 
know what a man I have to deal with. 


But I hope the Roll will convince him, and make him afhim'd of his diſ-in- 
genuity. © * In this Pctition and Election (but that Election imp.;ts not what 
&* he would havcit, I hope, will cvidently appear from the fcquecl_) they fer forth 
« the many Grievances and Oppretlions the kingdom groan'd under, through the 
« diſſolute Government of the late King, Edw.rd the Fourth : they {ay farther, 
© That thc King was never married to his pretended and reputed Qucen, or if he 
&« was, that upon the account of a Precontract to another Lady, that Marriage was 
« unlawſul, and, ipſo fats, void : and fo cither way all his Children were illegi- 
« timate, They (ay farther, That George, the late Duke of Clarence being attainted 
& of High Treaſon, and his Blood corrupted, by reaſon therect his ifſuc are de- 
« barred or all Right and Claim to the Crown : (But the reafonablencls and law- 
& fulneſs of this Polition I (hall take the Liberty to examine hercafter,,)) Over this 
(1 give you the Words of the Record in Engliſh..) We conſider that yore be the un- 
doubted Son and Heir of Richard late Duke of York, very Inheritor of the ſaid Crown 
and Dignity Royal, and, as in Right, King of England by way of Inberitance (how 
then can the Parliament challenge a power of El:Ctiun in the morlern ſenſe of the 
words?) and that at this time the premiſes duly conſidered, there is none other perſon 
living, but Tou only, that, by Right, may Claim the ſu:d Crown and Dignity Royal by 
way of Inberitance --- * And then they go on in a moſt abject way of rlattery to 
* recount his excellent Parts, and extraordinary Cualitications for the Govern- 
©* ment--- Wherefore (ſay they) theſe premiſes by us diligently conſidered, we deſiring 
effeftually the Peace, Tranquillity, and Weal-publick of this Land, and the rednCion of 
the ſame to the ancient honourable Eſtate and Proſperity > and having m your preat Pru- 
dence, Juſtice, Princely Conrage and excellent Vertue, ſingular Confidence, have cho« 
ſen in all that in us is, and by this our Writing chooſe you High and Mighty Prince our 
King and Sovereign Lord--- to whom we kytow of certain it appertaineth to be choſen, 
(From whence it appears. that what they call Election, amounts to no more than 
a Ceremony or tormality of acknowledging their Prince, © Therefore they deſire 
< him as his true Inheritance (which *tis impoſſible in an Elective Kingdom the 
* Royalty can be) to accept of the ſaid Crown and Dignity, according to this 
& Elcction of the Three Eſtates. (Surcly then the King vvas none.) Thcy add ſoon 
after: Albeit that the Right, Title, and Ejtate which our $ overeign Lord the King, 
Richard the Third, hath to and in the Crown and Royal Dignity of this Realm of 
Eog!d---- be juſt and lawful, as grounded npon the Laws of God and of Nature, 
Cumd that) : and alſo upon the ancient Laws and landable Cuitomes (and therefore 
not upon any Statute, but Common-Lavv) of this ſaid Realm : and ſo taken and 
reputed by all ſuch perſottr, as be Learned in the aboveſaid Laws and Cuitomes : yet 
nevertheleſs, CHere once for all take notice of the true Reaſon of the Parliaments 
inedling vvith the Succeiſion._) for as much as it is ' conſidered, that the moſt part of 
the people is not ſufficiently Learned in the aboveſaid Laws and Cuſtomes, whereby the 
Truth and Right in this behalf of likelybood may be hid, and not clearly known to all 
the people, and thereupon put in doubt and queſtion. And over this, how that the Court 
of Parliameut is of ſuch Authority, and the people of this Land of ſuch a Nature aud 
Diſpoſition, as experience teacheth, that Manifeſtation an4 Declaration of any Truth or 
Right made by the Three Eſtates of this Realm Aſſembled in Parliament---. maketh be- 


fore 
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fore alt other thiigs moſt Faith and Certainty, and quieting of Mens Minds, removeth 
the 1:cafion of all Doubts and Seditinus Language : And therefore at the Requeit, and 
by the Aſſint of the three Eitates of this Realm, (the King cannot be one) that is 
to ſay, the Lords Spiritnal (*tis they are one of the Eſtates.) and Temporal, an 
Commons of this Land Aſſembled in this preſent Parliament, and by Amthority of the 
ſame, be it pronounced, decreed and declared, Tbat our ſaid Sovercign Lord the King, 
was and is the very uindoubted King of this Realm of Evgland, @c.---- as well b, 
right of Conſanguinity and Inberitance, as by lawful Eletiion, Conſecration and Coro- 
nation. And lince the two latter, as all the. World knows, do- give no new right, 
but are only Ceremonies, and bare Formalitics of State 3. I car fee no reafun why 
what they call Elc&ion (which certainly muſt not be firain'd to Propriety ) ſhould 
be reputed any othcr : becauſe, it not only is joyned with the rcf?, without any 
Dittin&tion + bur likewiſe, Elc@&ion in the uſual Scnce, is incompatible, with an 
Hereditary Monarchy, ſuch as this is over and over proved to be, 


To all which, the King atſented in theſe words, Er idem Dominus Rex de af- 
ſenſu difforum trium Statuum Regni, & Amboritate predicta, omnia & fingula Pre- 
miſſz in Bi:lz predifta contenta concedit, ac ea pro. vero & indubio pronuniciat,. decers 
mt & declarat. \. 


So here we have as much as can be deſired 3 a Parliament that had aſſumed a 
very extravagant Power yet declaring that the Kings of England do derive their 
Titl:s from God and: Nature only 3 and that this was conſonant to the known 
Cuſtum, and Ar.cicnt Practice of the Realms 


But the innocent Blood of this barbaraus and cruel Tyrant's Nephews, whom 
he had caus'd inhumancly to be murder'd, crying to Heaven tor Vengeance, God 
raiſed up one to deprive him at once both of his Grown and Lite. I mean Her- 
ry, Duke of Richmond, of whom the judicious * Comines ſays, Qu il n' avoit Croix, 
ne Pile, ne rul Droit, (come Ico cry) al a Corone Fy Angleterre, Come we now tov 
the Contidcration of the Methods 'he uſed to eſtablith himſclt in his new-gotten 
Kingdom atrcr the Death at Richard 3and we (hall learn that trom the belt of our 
Hittorizns, in his Life, of that wiſe Prince, who tell us, that the King, after his 
Victory at Boſworth Ficld, being come to London, was very much diltracted in 
his Choice of a Title to the Crown, as whether he ſhould claim it by Right of 
Covgquecſt ? but that he judged a very dangerous and unſatisfaftory way, or in 
Right of the Lady Eliz.zbeth, Heireſs to the Houle of York , whom he had pro- 
miſled and intended to marry ? But as to this, he conlidered , that he' ſhould 
be a King only by Courtche, and Tho' be ſhould obtain by Parliament (\ays my 
Lord Bacon ) to be continued (tor otherwiſe, he mult upon his Queen's Death have 
rclgn'd) yct he kner there was a very great dif erence between a King that baldeth 
his Crown by a Civil Af of the Eſtates, and one ( mind that ) that boldeth it 
Originally , by the Law of Nature, and Deſcent of Blood : So tar he. Therefore 
upon thoſe Confiderations, he reſolv'd to rett upon the Title and Right of the 
Houlc of Lancaſter, as the Main, as that which would prove his ſurett Card ; 
For tho' he could not be ignorant, that upon ſeveral Accounts, that Ticle could 
not ftand che Teli of 2 fcvere and legal Tryalz yet he knew very well, that it 
was not only very toolith to difpute ſuch things with a man that had thirty Le- 
g1ons at his Beck 3 but that there could be no occalion tor it, during the Lite of 
his Queen, who was true Heir to the Kingdom and after her Death, he mighe 
hope the Sence of Filial Duty, would deter her Children from any Attempt, to 
dilturb him z yet however his opportune Death vvas look'd upon, .. by many, as 
his greatett Happineſs, vvhereby he vvas vvithdravvn from any future Blovyv of 
Fortune, which certainly, (in regard of the great hatred of his People, and the Title 
of tus S:, being then come to Eighteen years of Age > and being a bold Prince and 
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. \ltheral, and that gain'd upon the People by his very Aſp: and Preſence) bad not been 

Jing: to have come upon him 3 as the Judicious Bacon * words it. 
/ With this Reſolution he was Crowr'd 3 and having call'd a Parliament (you 
* Hiſt. of H. 7. ſee he did think an Act of theirs neceſſary to make him king, tho? he thought it 
f. 231 convenient to confirm him_) where an AC} was pals'd for {cttling the Crown up- 
f Hiſt, of H. 7. gn him + which he did not preſs to have pen'd by way of Declaration, or Recognition 
 88- of Right; as on the other fide, be avoid to have it by new Law or Ordinance \, but 
choſe rather a kind of middle way, by way of Eſtabliſhment > and that under covert 
and indifferent words, That the Inheritance of the Crown, thould rclt, remain and 
abide in the King, &c. which words might equally be applied, that the Crown ſhould 
continue to him , but whether, as having former Right to it ( which was doubtful) or 
having then in F att or Poſſeſſion (which no man denied) was left fair to Interpretation 
either way, And this Statute he procured to be contirm'd by the Pope's Bull, the 
year following; which is a plain Proof, he relied .not ſo much upon the Power 
of a Parliament, as this Gentleman would perſuade us; nor can thcre be drawu 
from this proceeding of King Henry's,any thing that makes more for the Anthority 
; ofa Parliament in theſe matters, than for the Popes, which I am ſure no Sober 

man, but muſt allow to be none at all. 

Beſides, this Prudent King was ſo conſcious of the Weakneſs of his own Ti- 
tle, notwithltanding this Act of Parliament, that in the Troubles that happend 
very, oftep/ in his Reign, to prevent the Peoples prying and enquiry into the Jultt- 
neſs df it, he got an an A to paſs || in the Eleventh year of his Keign,that no man 

|| Lord Baron's that aſſiited him in Wars, ſhould afterwards be deem'd or taken tor a Traytos 3 
Hiſtory of H.q, NOT ſhould be impeach'd therefore, or attainted, cither by the Courſe of the Law, 
f. 144 or by Act of Parliament; and truly it was agreable to good Conſcience, that 
whatſoever the Fortune of the War were, the Subx& thould not ſuffer for his 
Obedience, 

His Argument drawn from the Oath of Allegiance, and other Publick Teſt and: 
Securities, after what I have ſaid already, will appcar fo ill conlidered a pretence, 


that I ſhould but loſe time in ſtanding to confute it. 
I ſhall then proceed to Henry the 8th. his Son and Succeiior, and fee if any 


thing can be gathered from thence, that may make for our Pamphletcer's purpoſe. 

And 1 doubt not, but it will appear, that whatever was done in that Great 
Prince's Reign, was' rather the Etfe& of his extravagant Capricious Luſt, or 
Revenge, than founded upon the true Maxims of Jultice, Equity, or Lawful 
Authority. 

For Sir . R. in his Preface to the Hiſtory of the World, can tell us, that his 
violent Hatred to the Elder Houſe of Scotland, was the cauſe cf moſt of thoſe Acts 5 
uling, ſays he, his ſharpeſt Weapons, to cut off, and hew down thoſe Branches 
which ſprang from the ſame Root that himiclt did : but yet that Blood which 
the ſame King affirm'd, that the Cold Air of Scotland had frozen up in the North, 
God hath diffus'd, by the Sun-ſhine of his Gracez from whence His Majelty now 
living, and whom God grant long to live, is deſcended. 

And as for the reſi, they were conſented to; or rather, to ſpeak Truth, forced 
from the Parliament by the King (for he uſed to make them do what he had a 
mind to) to ſatisfie ſome wild Humor of his, though to the prejudice of his 
Prerogative. 

For the legality and unlawfulneſs of his ſecond Marriage, depending upon the 
validity or weakneſs of the Popes. Diſpenſation, which by the generality of the 
World was then thought unexceptionable, it is no wonder it Henry the Eighth, 
contrary to the natural greatneſs of his Soul, call'd to his Aſſiſtance his Parliament 
(with which his ip/e dixi was a Law) to cut that Gordjan Knot aſunder, which he 
was not able to unty. 

But it is time now-to examine the palpable contradiftions of thoſe {everal mad and 


H, 8, c. 22. EXtravagant Acts that he made, and tixli-in the * 25th year of his Reign, after he 
was 
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was Divorced from Queen K.:1herine, and had married Queen Arn? : The Parlia- 
ment having in the Preamble to the following A, declired what great miſeries, 
and how many troublzs had befallen this Realm, by reaſon of the ambiguity of the 
ſeveral Titles to the Crown, do think themſelves bound in daty, by 4 Declaration 
of the true Heir, to avoid the cauſes of ſuch Diftractions for the future, © It is 
« thercfore Enacted and Ordained, That the Kings Marriage with the late Queen 
« Kitherine is void, as dirc@ly contrary to the Laws of God, arid therefore not 
« Jifpenſable with by the Pope, or any Humane Power whatſoever, They there- 
fore baſtardize Mary, and declare the Marriage butween his Majeſty and Queeti Anne 
to be juſi and lawful; and that the Children of theit two Bodies begotten (hill be 
and are legitimate, and then, in defzvutt of Iſſue Male, etitail the Crown upon the 
Lady Eliz zbeth. &c. and every ont by the San&timony of an Oath, is bound to the 
obſervation and performance of thiss And the next Parliarent does Ena&t a par- 
ticular Oath for that purpoſe, whereby every one is bound to bear Faith; Trith and 
Obedience only 1» the King's Majeſty, aid twbis Heirs of his Body of bis moſt Dear and 
entirely beloved lawful Wife Queen Anne, begotten or to be begotten. 

But mark what follows; a few yetts after *tis Ena&ed. That the people ſhall St 28.H.8.c.7. 
for[wear therniclves, the Jate Marriage is detlared unldwful, null and void 3 the 
Lady Elizabeth is Baftardized (Cas the Lady Mary was in! the former Parliament) 
and the King's Marriage with Qucen Fre fs acknowledged conſonant to the Law 
of God z the Crown entailed upon their Hue, and for failute of them, the King 
is impowred to diſpoſe of the Crown to whonr he pleaſe by his Lerters Pateors, 
or his laſt Wilt: and the whole Nation was obfiged by the Sanctimony of an 
Oarh to the obſervation of this Law. ' EINE S> 

So that you have af once not only Swearing backward and forward, but the 
Crown made ElcCtive Cit Act of Parlizmerit &xn make it fo) which had always 
hitherto been Hereditary, which ſo mary unbiaſſed Parliaments had declared was 
due to the next Heir by Inhercr t Birth-right, and by the Laws of God and Na+ 
ture a Title fure vnimpeachable by any Civil Power, and all chis in' cpen de- 
fiance of all Equity, Juftice, and Cornmon Reaſon, on purpoſe to diſ-inherit the 
Honle of Scottan4 ( which as much as Humane Power could do, it was by this 
A@& done) and to advance his Baftard'Son Hetry Fitz-Roy, whom he molt 'entircly 
loved, to the Throne. : 

. Bur not yet content to put a period to his extravagancy, in the 35th year of his 
Reign, he caus'd it to be Enafted, That atrer his Death; and the Death of Prince 
Edward, without Ifſuc, the Crown ſhould be to the Lady Mary, and the Beirs of 
her Body 3 but ſubject to ſuch Conditions as the Kirg thould limit by his [etttrs 
Patents, or by His lalt Will: and if the'Eady Mary pertornied not thoſe Conditi- 
ons, that then the' Crown (hould go to the Lady Elizabeth ;, and'if the Lady Fli- 
zabath negleed'to perform ſuch Conditions, then it (hould go to ſuch other'per- 
ſon as the King ſhould appoint. And he was again itrfowred' by his Letters Pa- 
tents, or laſt: Will, to grant the Remainder or Revcrtion of the Crown t6 what 
perſon he {honuld-appoint':- and the whole Naticn is again bound to the obfervation 
theteot By an Oath. 

But ſurely no min will arpue from theſe contradiftory and-wild Ads, that the 
King and' Parliament have' ahy power to limit and altes the Sitceſſion; lince, it we 
believe thoſe Parliaments 1 have before mentioned, 39 H. 6. 1E. 4.1.3. we (hilt 
tnd-that-to be removed beyond the reach of ahy mortal Arin, and rcſtrved to the 
only diſpoſal pf Him by whom Kings Reign and Princes Deeree Fultice: Ard certain- 
ly we have asmuch reafon to believe them as'can be rationa!ly cxpedted, lince *cis 
very: natural for thofe that aſfante ſo much © power to themiſclves as* they did, to 
{crew'it-vp, when their handsare'in, to-the higheſt pir1'3 for *tis not likely that 
they, it they could have found the leaft ſhadow of Evidence to the contrary, would, 
ou-ot-a Complement to God Almighty, have thrown back- that Power into his 
tands, which he had once pleat to befiow upon, and inveſt in them 

| Nor 
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Nor need we at all wonder to find a Prince of King, Henry's Spitit and Native 
greatneſs of mind, fall ſo beneath his uſual Majclty in ſich things, lince perhaps 
no Prince can be met withall, in whom there concenter'd a greater number of odd 
and anomalous Circumltances, which did incline him to crave in Aid cf his Par- 
liament 3 for he being one that would ſacrihce every thing to his Humour, Luft, or 
Revenge, he was forced to take this coyrie, to remove all the Lets that ttood jn 
his way, as far as Humane Power could carry them, 

Therefore I am perſuaded theſe Acts of Parlian.ent ought no more to be urged 
as Precedents for us to guide ou {clves by, than his Arbitrary and Il:gal Mcthods 
of bringing thoſe that had the misfortune to fall into his hatred, to the Block, 
without being once heard, or ſuffer'd to make their defence. And as thele are 
not permitted to be drawn into practice, tho* done by the Legitlative Power as 
well as the other, becauſe of their manitctt injuſtice and illegality, I cannot for my 
Life ſee why the other ſhould, *tis a Riddle beyond my $kill to untuld. ; 

I ſhall paſs by ſome of this Gentleman's Paragraphs, as not worh inliſting up- 
on and come to his Proofs drawn trom Qucen Elizabeth's Reign; and indeed *tis 
in an Ac made the 13th of that Princeſs, that the whole Party place their main 
firength : but I hope I ſhall be able to make it appear, if every Circumliance be 
duly conſidered, that induced that Glorious Queen to do ome things that tend- 
ed highly to the manitelt derogation of her Prerogative, which at other times the 
was {o tender of, that nothing can be gather'd trom thence, which will really do 
any ſervice to my Adverſaries Opinion. For, it as all Caſiiſts hold, thoſe Oaths 
and Promiſes which are extorted by tear or force, are not Obligatory 3 I cannot 
tell why thoſe things which by meer necetlity upon thole very accounts the was 
compell'd to, as well for the preſervation of her Body Natural as Politick, ſhould 
be denied the priviledge of being diſſolved upon that very ſcore, that other things 
of the ſame Nature arc. | | 

And that they were no other things than what I have before mentioned, that 
cauſed this Great Queen ty fall beneath her felt, and court her people for her cſta- 
bliſhment, will clearly appear to any one that conliders the liate of Aﬀairs, and 
the Hiſtory of thoſe Times, the only true Touchitone to try matters of this Na- 
ture by. For, if we confider how queltionable Her Birthright was then generally 
elteemed, we cannot at all admire, if for her own Interelt and Sccurity the attri- 
d much more toan A, of Parliament, than otherwiſc ſhe would have done. 
For tho? in the Act of Recognition "tis ſaid that her Majelty is, and in very deed, 

of moſt meer Right ought to be by the Laws of God, Queen of this Realm, yet the 
ibiouſneſs of her Legitimacy, and her being folemny Battardiz'd by her own Fa- 

r by Act of Parliament, might very well neceſſitate her to call in the Aid and 
”Afliſtance of her people for her defence and eſtabliſhment; tince the greatelt part of 

Europe, did not only look upon the Title of Mary Queen of Scotland to be much 
the clearer and julter than Hers: and therefore tince Queen Elizabeth's Title de- 
pended ſo very much upon Statute Law, the molt part of the World allowing her 
no other, and a great many too diſputing the validity of that, the was necethtated 
to make that as lirong as poſſibly ſhe could 3 and therefore made it Treaſon for 
any one during her Lite to afhrm, That Onr Sovereign Lady the Queen's Majeſty 
that now is, with and by the Amthority of the Parliament of England is not able to 
make Laws and Statutes of ſufficient Force and Validity to limit and bind th» Crown 
of this Realm, and the Deſcent, Limitation, Inheritance and Government thzreof--<-- 
which tho? as we ſhall afterwards endeavour to prove, was not in their puwer to 
do; yet ſhe knew very well, that her people would be very apt to defend what 
they had then ſo ſolemnly Enacted, and fo thereby ſhe ſhould gain her end. tz. 
her Preſervation,which was the great thing ſhe aimed at,as appears by thus, that the 
puniſhment to be inflicted upon them that broke this Law, was to abate very much 
of its rigor after her death 3 tor then it was but to be forteiture of goods : a certain 


Argument that it was only Temporary, "EnaGted pro re nata: tor it the Reaton of 
it 
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it did continue the fame ſo ought farcly the Puniſhment, ſince they ſhould al- 
vvays [tand and fall vvith one another 3 tho' no doubt another, tho? lefs confide- 
rable,reaſon might be the Malavertions the inherited from her Father, to the Houle 
of Scotland, vehich thereby ſhe did certainly endeavor tor ever to deprive of the 
Imperial Crown ot England, As evidently appears from this Claule in ir, viz. That 
every perſon or perſons of what Degree and Nation ſoever they be, ſþa!l, during the Yucens 
Life, declare or publiſh that they have any Right toenjay the Crown of England; daring 
the Pneen's Life, Pall be diſ-inabled to enjoy the Crown in Succeſſion, Inheritance, or 
therwi(e after the Qaeen's Peath. For this was noott apparently contriv'd againſt 
Mary,Qucen of Scots, and her Son KK. Fames For tince aliroft all Eerope (poke open- 
ly of the greater Right that Mary had to the Crown than Elizabeth, it might ve- 
y probably be expccted, that not only as the thought ſo, ſo the might upon an 
cation ofter*d not only {peak but act up to her Periualion; and then by this 
Statute the was as much difabled as Statute could do it. Burt, bcfides all this, Iam 
mclin'd to belicve there was {oumething, more in the bottom of it than this, of the 
contrivance of that {ubtle and cunning Stateſman, the Ea:l of Leiceiter, which I ga- 
ther from this Clauſe, That whoever ſhall affirm during the Sues Life, either in 
Writing or in Print, that any one is or ought to be the Queens Hew or Succeſſor beſides 
the NATURAL SUE OF HER BODY BEGOTTEN, «cc. SHALL, &c. 
For in Law none are call'd the Natural Ifluc of any one but thote that are Illegi- 
tinaate, Adco wt (lays Camden) twnc jurvents audiveram diftit antes verbum illud 2 Lei- 
eeftrio in Legom ingeſt:em eo conſilio, ut aliquem ipſins filium ſpurium pro regine Sobole 
naturali An! t wdem aliquando obtruderct. Iinifornuch that when I was a young 
man (faycs he} | have often heard it ſaid, that Leiceſter cauſed that expreſſion to 
be foiltcd in, that thereby he might have a pretence to impoſe, one time or other, 
upon: the 4.49/12 orc of his own Baſtards tor the Queens Natzral Iſſue. A Detign 
truly not wniikely tor hw to have, who always mcalured the Publick by his pro- 
pcr Intercit, and facrihced every thing clle to his own ends : and then certainly 
it will revcr be Jont'd but fuch an Act of Parliament was neceflary to give-co- 
lour of breaking fo ancient and tundamental a Law of the Land, as the advancing a 
Battard multi nccds br. 


Huw contrary to all the Obligations of Juſtice and Humanity the unfortunate 
{Queen of Scots was treated by her Kin{woman Queer Elizabeth, upon the Pre- 
rended breach of 2 Statute made-in the 27th of her Reign, I thall not-trouble my 
Reader Or my Sclt with the recital of 3 which rigorous procceding, as-it was 
Sicfly ground upon her violent hatred to the Houuſe of Scotlend, fo Þ could 
heartily wiſh tor the Honour of that Great and Glorious Queen,under whoſe Reign 
this Hand fo long and happily Alourjthed, were razed out the Annals of Time; fo 


that there mig't be nothing lett totain the Reputation of that otherwiſe unble- 
;nifthable Princcls, | | 


But tho the Muther had the misfortune to fall ſor ignominiouſly,' yet the Son 
ing 7.mes had not the wildom to (irive truitkefly againſt the Stream; but pru- 
ently ncver gave an opportunity of tinding a colour to relitt him, who-never 
iid Claim to a Crown, till Hcaven call'd him to the Enjoyment of it. 


But no looner was he come into Englard, but having call'd a Parliament, his 
Trice to the Crown is ſolemnly acknowledged and. recagnized in theſe words: 
Ie being bound therexnto, both by the Laws of God and man, do with unſpeakable Foy, 
rocognze and acknowledge, That immediately upon the decezſa of. Elizabeth. late Peer 


of England, the [mpertal Crown of the Realm of England, &c. 4id, by inherent Birth-" 


Might, lawful and und»ubted Succeſſion. deſcend and tome to your Mijzeity, as being line- 


Vir: Eli7 


t Jac. C. 1 


ally, juſtly and lawfully next and ſole Heir of the 'Blvad Royal of this Realm---. And - 


thereunto we moſt humvuly and faithfully do ſubmit, an4 oblipe our ſelves. our Heirs and 


(; Pg- ' 


* Rot. Parl, 
1 R, 5. ut ſup. 
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Poſterities for ever. And now. if King James came to the Crown by inherent 
Birth-right and undoubted Succeſſion, I cannot ſee any thing that makes more 
againſt this Gentleman than this for *tis plain the old Entail made by Henry the 
Seventh cannot be pretended, becauſe that Act was, tho? not expreſly, yet tacitly 
& effeQually repeal'd by 28. H.8. c. 7. & 35 H.8.c.1, tor King Henry could ror 
have a power to appoint who he vvould tor his Succeſſor, it that Act of Henry the 
Seventh remain'd in force : For then he could not have difinherited the Houſe of 
Scotland, and prefer'd the Younger Houſe of Szffolk to the Remainder of the 
Crown ; which, *tis notoriouſly known, if he did not, yet he intended, and 
was ſufficiently (as far as Ads of Parliaments could reach) impowered to do it z 
and therefore, the other mult neceſſarily have been revoked and repealed : A thing 
{o clear, that it were needleſs to ſpend more time or words to prove it. 


So that King James's Title to the Crown (or elſe he had none) muſt owe its 
Original to the Laws of God and Nature, and the Ancient: and Laudable Cu- 
ftomes of this Realm, (** as *tis cl{ewhere wordcd)) and then, what madneſs is it 
to think, that any Humane Power upon Earth, can change thoſe immutable Laws 
(for ſuch they are) and with what color of Juſtice, or good Conſcience they can 
pretend to debar any one of his Right; or give a better Title to another, than the 
late Uſurper had to the Sovercignty, is beyond the Wit of Man to demonfirate, 
unleſs we impiouſly deny there is a God in Heaven, or any fuch thing as 


Right or Wrong upon Earth? 


And thus I have gone through all the Hiſtorical part of this Gentleman's Diſ- 
courſe, as far as it concerns England ; and I doubt not but every one muſt make 
this Concluſion upon the vvhole Matter, that tho? he tells us he hath done it faith- 
fully; yet it vvill appear, by the foregoing Examination, vvherein I have rather 
endeavorcd to lay dovvn the Naked Truth, vvithout the leaſt Diſguiſe, than to!- 
lovy him through all his impertinent Ramblings, that never more unpardonable 
Miſtakes and Falſities, never more groſs Prevarications, and malicious Miſtepre- 
ſentations of the plain ſence and Mcaning of good Authors, vvere amaſſed toge- 
ther, under ſo ſolemn and pompous a pretence. For my ovvn part, I cannot but 
admire, vvith vvhat Confidence any man could offer to obtrude ſuch traſh upon 
the World, and vent ſuch notorious Untruths. Surely a Man mult have bid a fi- 
nal Adieu to all Sincerity. and Common Honeſty ; tho* perhaps (tor I vvill be as 
charitable as I can) his over much Credality may have been his greatcſt Misfor- 
tune: For though he vvould fain inſinuate, in ſeveral places, as it every man muft 
needs be a Papiſt, that (ſhould go about to unmask him 3 yet good man, he has 
been. beholden, for the moſt part of his Diſcourſe, to one of the greateſt Villains 
of that Society 3 vvhich by their prodigiouſly vvicked, both Tenets and Practices, 
deſerve to be the horror and detcſtation of all Mankind. Nor has he had the De- 
ſceryment, to diſtinguiſh betvvcen vvhat vvas falſe, and vvhat vvas true z but 
has extracted it (at leaſt as to the Subſtance) juſt as he tound it, froma Conference 
concerning the Succeſſion, written by Parſons one of the moſt pernitious Books, 
that, perhaps, ever ſavvy Light; and tho? he be ſo ungratctul, as not to own his 
great BenetaGtor, yet:he bluſhes not to maintain and publiſh the ſame deſtructive 
Principles 3 a clear Evidence, that ſo many of thoſe, that would have us believe 
they abhor Popery, yet are:content, not only to entertain, but hug and cherith 
their,moſt deſtructive Opinions, diſguiſed under other Names. 


| But you are not to think this Gentleman lefs acquainted with the Hiſtory of 0- 
ther. Nations than our own; and that he is not able to give you many Inſtances 
from thence, that the-next: of Blood, has been frequently excladed from] the 
Succeſſion: But really, I cannot but pity his il} Judgment, in pitching upon one 
{0 little for his purpoſe 3 when his Author could have furnith'd him with fuch 
plenty of better Choice. For 
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For ſince no man can deny. bit that it both is, and ever was, a Fundamen- 
exl Law of the French Monarchy to be creditary, | leave it to any man of 
Common Sence, to judge whether thoſe filly Reaſons, mention'd in the Let- 
ter to Charles of Lorrain, were a ſufficient 'ground to debar him of that Right 
hich God and Nature had given, him 3 and to whom (ſays De Serres) T ſay 
the Findamental Law did adjudge the Crown, for want of Heirs Males, L areful 
S-ns of Kirgs. But the French being diſpleaſed with Charles, upon ſome fri- 
volous Accounts, Hugh Capet embraces ſo fair an opportunity, and foments 
ther Diſcentents to that Degree, and ſo politickly plays his own Game, that 
having, infinuated himſelf into the Aﬀections of molt People, without very 
much difficulty, he firlt ſcrew*'d himfelt into the Throne 3 and then, to con- 
{{\lidate and c{tablith himſelf in his ill-acquired Greatneſs, by a pretty kind 
(t Pagcantry, he called the Eftates to ele& him into that Throne he already 
had the Poſſeſſion of z which being met, they did accordingly : _ having 
thus forfcited their Allegiance and Duty to Charles, *tis no wonder it they 
{queezzd their Brains, to find out a plauſible, though never (o ſhallow a Pre- 
tence, to avoid the Ityputation of Diſloyalty. Not to take Notice, that moi 
Writers flick not to call this Hugh an * Uſurper. Beſides, *tis well known, + Sigeb. Gem- 
that Lewis the Godly, never enjoyed the Crown with a quiet Conſcience, blac. in Chron; 
till it was proved, that he was deſcended trom the Right Heirs of Charles ad An. 987. 
of L:vraiv, So mean an Opinion had that good Prince of the Power of 
the States, in altering the Courſe of Succeiſion. 


And after a!! this, I think, it cannot reaſonably be pretended, by any one 
that any thing can be drawn from Hiſtory, which can at all countenance 
the Proceedings of thofe men, who ſo induſtriouſly endeavor, to cry up 
the Juſtice and Advantage of the Bill of Exclufion, as the only Expedient, 
{ay they, that can ſecure us from Ruin, and prevent our Deſtruction 3; ,un- 
tels they will ſay, that becauſe ſuch things as fil'd the Age, they were done 
in with Shame and Horror 3 were done, that therefore they were juſil 
Aone 3 and ſo may as juftly be ated over again. An Opinion of ſuch dif- 
11 Conſcquence, that” ſhould it once prevail in the World, all Mankind 
vould be preſently turned into one great Den of Thieves and Robbers , 
that might plunder, ſpoil, murder and ravith, with' Impunity.,, and withour 
Controul ; and then we ſhould every day ſee Hobs's Senceleſs Notion of a 
State of War, proved to us with a Witneſs : Nay, what Wickedneſs is there 
not, which at this rate we might not juſtifie from Scripture it ſelf ? 
Which gave occaſion to Saint Amga|tine, excellently to ſay,. Hee que in 
Seripturis ſandis legimis, non ideo quia fatla legimus, etiam faciends creda- 
mus : ne viblemus prongs, dim paſſim ſettamur Exempla, The true State 
of the Queſtion, either is,” of at lcalt ought to be, not what has been done ; 
but what in Juliice and Equity ought to be done in the Caſe of his R. H. f Lib; 14 C- 
which is not to be determined by Examples, but Law and Racaſon, Non 4eSen- 
Exemplis, ſed Legibus judicandum , is the Golden Rule of the Great 


f Tuſtinian, 


In order therefore'to the'clearing of this great and '{o mich agitated Point, 
{ (hall endeavour to prove 3 

Firſt, Thar not only att Governmeit, 'but patticulatly Mondrchy ' dots owe 
its imimediat Foundation! and'Confiitutivn to God Almighty. eld 6 


Siena, That by. thi Law gf, God, Viauue ap. Nations the, Grout 
gught to deſcerd according to Priority of Birth, and Proximity of Blood. 
Thirdly 


(26) 

Thirdly, That if an Act of Parliament were obtained to exclude kis R, H. 
would be unjult, vnlawtul, and iff fatto void, as contrary both to the Law ot 
God and Nature; and the known Fundan:cntal Laws ot the Land. And in the 
courſe of my Reaſoning, 1 ſhall not forget any thing this Gentleman has {aid 
againlt any of theſe things in the Argumcntative part ot his Di{courle, 


I am ſenſible it will make a great many Smile to fee me undertake to prove 
ſo many, in their own Opinion, irrational Tcncts. And 1 doubt not but 
ſome too will be diſplcaſed to hnd me cndeavouring to lirike at the Root of 
their darling Notions 3 they know very well, [hould this be admitted, they 
could find no pretence to adherc to their Republican Principles, and not become 
the ſcandal and averlion of all Good and Honctt Men : but, *tis not their frowns 
or their railing will trouble me 3 for *tis not that I mcaſure Truth by, but 
Reaſon 3 and by that I am content the Cauſe I have «{pouſed, ſhould ftand 
or fall. I would not be miſunderliood, as if I had the Vavity to think it 
would receive any Advantage by my Management of it; but I am fo conti- 
dent of the over-ballance of Reaſon and Truth I have on my ide, that 1 
doubt not butit will even make it ſelf appear,notwithltanding my want of Parts 
(which no man is more conſcious of than my ſclt |) and Ability to ſer it out to 
the belt advantage. 


In order then to the firſt Point, it will not be amiſs to examine what Rea- 
ſon can be ſhown to induce a man that has lay'd afide Prejudice and Partiali- 
ty, to embrace that ſo commonly received Opinion ot a Natural Freedom 
and Equality : for my own part I take it to be a Propolition not altoge- 
ther { clear, and (elf-evident, but that it requires a little better Proof than 
I cver yet ſaw offer'd for it. 


I am not at all concerned for thoſe many Sentenccs the Aſſertors of this 

Dodtrine are able to pelt me withall from Puts, Orators, Hiltorians, and 

God knows who z for | anſwer with LaGantizs, they ought not to be ſo 
underſtood, as if there were in thoſe early dayes ng Proper- 

Non ut exiſtimemus nihil omnino 2p, nothing that Man could call bis own; but thoſe ex- 
tum fuiſſe privat?, ſed more Poe- preſſions are to be lookd upon as Figuratively Spoken, after the 
akr gr S CD manner of the Poets, thereby to give us to underſtand, that 
ſibi fruges non includerent, n& #2en. were then ſo liberal, that they did not covetoufly ingroſs 
ſo!i abſcondiris incubarent , ſed a/! their ſtore to themſelves, but were generouſly content to. ad- 
pauperes ad communionem pro- zz their poor Neighbours to a communication of their proper 
prii laboris adrirterent. Lattant, 7 4.0 111 0 ome. Beſides *tis very obſervable, that at the 
de Juſtit. c. 5: very ſame time we are told of this Community and Natu- 


ral Freedom the whole World is ſuppoſed to be under the Government of S4- 
;1 * tart: who was ſuecceded by his Son Tupiter. 


REIE Poſiquam Saturno, tenebroſa ad Tartara, miſſo, 


; 1... Sub Jove mmndus erat Ovid. Metam. I. 1. 


...And'tho' the Poets call. 'em Gods, yet. we are ſurely to under- 
ſtand, that Earthly Kings are thereby meant ; ſo that from hence 
nothing can be gathered to favour that Original of Government, 
thar-thoſe that urge'theſe things are the great Patrons of. - 


«7 ” * 
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if indced a Set of fuil grown Men had dropt out of the Clion2s, or iikt 
Au(hrooms ſprung out of the Earth; 1 ſhould not be much averſe no the 
notion of Natural frecdom and equality : and that thoſe being in ſome great 
Wind furniſhed with a convenient number of Worr.cn, had propsgated their 
Species; bur 1 muck fear. whether there would not have been many bloedy 
Noſes before they could have come to any Agr:ement, 1! 17 had not been 
altogether impoſſible; for, How long a time, and how great cxperience 
would be requilite to put the thoughts of entring into a feitled Society jn- 
to their Heads? Or having found out the Conveniency and Method 6! do- 
ing it, How calily would ſuch a hopeful project be daſt'd in pieces by ſome 
ſu;ly, ill-natur'd fellow, or at lealt a party of ſuch? For fince no ſuch thing 
could be cffeted without the joynt Conſent of all, How difſicnic a thing 
would it prove to bring ſuch a Bulineſs about; many out of I'ride being 
unwilling to ſubmir themſelves to this or that Man, they might perhaps have 
a pzrticulzr pique againſt, and as many reſolved not to admit of any ſifh 
thing, unleſs they be advanced to that Supreme Magiitracy, which no doubt 
others as ambitiouſly Thirlted after as they 3 and what could be the iſſue of 
this, but Blood and Rapine, War and thcir former Confuſion ? Bur granting 
that all thoſe Arrived to Miturity, ſhould be grown ſo ſenſible of thoſe 
many inſupportable Miferies, that they were every Minute expoſed to, 
ſhoul! be contegt to ſubmir to any thing, rather than continue 1n their pre- 
ſcent Condition : What muſt be done with their Children ? Muſt they be enſla- 
ve by their Fathers, that have, according to theſe Men, no more Power over 
them, than any of thcir Neigivours ? Surely by that time, they ſhould be- 
come ſenſible of that priviledge Nature had ſo bountifully given them, they 
would be found unwilling to ſtand to that blind Bargain, that had been made 
without their Knowledge an4 Conſent: And how that could ever be had 1 
am altogether to feck, unlcſs in thoſe Days, they could have ſpoke as ſoon 
as come out of their Mothers Womb; which I tike to be every whit as 
likely as the other: And no doubr from hence a juſtihable prerence may be 
taken at any time to diſtyurit any Government upon Earth, when the incon- 
ſtant and giddy-headed Mltitude, or any part of them ſhould in their 


great Wiſdom think fit. of 
Beſides, nothing ſeems more Derogatory to tne Goodneſs, Wiſlom, and 


Providence of God Almighty, than to ſend Man into the World, and expofe 
him to ſo many inconveniencics for the want of that; without which, it 
is impoſſible for Mankind long to ſublilt , or anſwer the Ends of their 
Creation; to leave them Deſtirute of that which was ſo neceſſary to their 
well beins: for we cannot without impiety ſuppoſe, but God ſor-ſaw the 
many l!ls that would accompany fuch-a Condition; and if ſo, how it can 
be reconciled to his Goodneſs, and Wiſdom, 1 mult profcfs my ſelf Ipno- 
rant. 

But to let this Opinion of the Origination of Mankind paſs, Calculated 
rather according to the Fancy of the Poets, or Notion of ſome of the old 
Heathen Philoſophers, 'than Truth, It we Conſult God's Sacred Oracles, it 
will be found that He ſufficiently provided for the Safcty and Happinels of 
thoſe, upon whom He hath Stamped his own Image, by inſtituting a par- 
ticular form of Government immediately upon the Creation of the Firſt Man, 
the great Fore-Father of Us all. I know I ſhail here be told, that "tis grar- 
ted me, God did inſtitute Government in General; but as to the diltinct 
Species thereof, He left it to the choice of Men, as they ſhould think 
moſt Convenient for themſelves; but Did not God know better than they, 
what was moſt fit and requiſite for them? And, ls it not then very likely 
that they ſhould be accordingly Provided for? And not to infilt that it is 
hardly conccivable, how Government could be inſtituted by God, and yer 


none of the particular Forms be at that time exiſtent; not to inſiſt, I ſay, 
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how any thing can be in Gerere, and not in Specze, I think "tis clear from 
|| Geneſis, that God gave Adam the Dominion and Empire over all the World, 
when he ſo ſolemnly bleſſed him; Be Fruuful, and Aultply, and Repleniſh 
the Earth, and Subdue and have Dominion over the Fiſh of the Sea, and 
over the Fowl of the Air, and over every lruig thing that moveth upon the 
Earth, AText ſo expreſs and clear, that even the great Þ Selden is forced 
ro acknowledge, there could not before the Flood be any ſuch thing as Com- 
munity z but that Adam is made hEreby ſole Iroprictor of the World; 
ani by his Donation or Cefſion, no doubr it was that we find Abel poſ- 
ſciled of Cattle and Paſtures, and Cain Maſter of his Corn-Fields; and cer- 
tainly Cain cannot be ſuppoſed ſo very Fooliſh, as tv have Built a City, 
and call'd it by the Name of his Son Enoch, unleſs he could have left jt to 
his Poſterity, which he could not pretend to do, if there had not been ſuch 
a thing as Property, 

But if Adam thus expreſly had not been made Soveraign Lord of the 
Univerſe; vet could not the Government of Mankind be denied him, with- 
out offering force to Reaſon, and bidding open defiance to Nature; for all 
the World being ſprung from his Loins, the Tye of Filial duty would bind 
all to Obedience; for no doubt as Father, he might claim a Dominion 
and Regal Power over his Children; and from hence we may very 
well derive the Original of Government, and that particular form of 
it call'd Monarchy ; nor will it appear at all irrational upon that account 
to aſſert Monarchy to have been founded, and inſtituted by God and Na- 
ture. 

For no Man could be Born free, ſince all Mankind muſt owe both their 
being, and ſubjection to their Natural Parents, by the Law of God and Na- 
ture; So that vpon this account, Adam being inveſted with a Patriarchal 
and uncontrolable Power, not only over his Children, but thoſe that 
were Deſcended from them, during his Life , which being tranſmitted 
to his Eldeſt Son after his Death, and ſo on, there could never be any 
time. when there was no Government, fince there were any to be Govetr- 
ned. : 

Perhaps it may be Objected, that though Adam might have a Power over his 
Children, whilſt they continued in his Family ; yet when that grew too Nar- 
row for them, and they were removed, and had formed diitinet Ones of 
their own, he could not pretend to any Juriſdiction there, But I would 
fain know of theſe Men whether the Obligation to be Obedient to Parents 
does not continue ſtill in full force, notwithitanding their removal; and if ir 
does, as I am ſure no Man in his right Wits can deny, why the Father's 
Power of Commanding, and Governing them, as he ſhall ſee moſt conve- 
nient for the Intereſt of himſelf, and the reſt of his Children, ſhould be rc- 
trenched, I cannot conceive; nor can it reaſonably be pretended, that he ſhould 
not have the ſame Juriſdiftion over his Grand-Children, &c. that he had 
over their Fathers; for it is very irrational to ſuppoſe them exempt from 
Obedience to the Commands of that Man, their Parents were Naturally and 
Originally ſubjest to. 

And if we enquire but into the nature of this Paternal Power, we ſhall find 
it to have been purely Monarchical : We arc told how Abraham made Peace 
and War, and we ſhall ſee Facob exerciſing the Power of Life and Death 
over his Davughter-in-Law Thamar, or at lealt pretending to it, without a- 
ny queſtion made of his Power: and if theſe great Prerogatives were in 
their Hands, 'tis not to be doubted, but they were Kings in their Families, 
which we are not to ſuppoſe to be independent from one another, but ſub- 
ject and ſubordinate to cither the Father of them all, or him, whoever he 
be, that is Succeſſour to him, and Lord of the eldeſt Family. 

And that this is no new Opinion, as ſome People would have us ay + 
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but at leaſt Older than Aritorle, appears from hence, that he dates the 


Original of all Society from hence, 
up of many Houſes, for the ſake of a laſting and durable 
Benefit, is a Village, which ſeems moſt agreeable to Na- 
ture ; as being a certain Colony of a Houſe, which ſome 
Men call Foſter-Brethren, or Children, and Children's Chil- 
dren: And therefore, at firſt, Cities were, and now Na- 
tions are, under Kings; becauſe ſuch as came toge- 
ther, were under Kmgly Government; for every Houſe is 
under the Empire of him that 1s Eldeſt : and fo, for Kin- 
dred ſake, it is in Colonies; that is, in more Famulics, 
which Deſcended from the fame Houſe, For which Rea- 
ſon Homer ſayes, Every Man grues Laws to his Wife ard 
Children: And this, no doubt, he had from his Maſter, 
the Divine Plato, in whoſe Judgment the True and Pri- 
nary Reaſon of all Authority is, That the Father, and 
the Mother, and generally all thoſe that Engender & Beget, 
do Command and Rule over their Off-ſpring. And this, 
I think, is both ſufficient to vindicate this Doctrine from 
the Imputation of Novelty, and Recommend it too; ſince 
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And I am fure if that be true which the \Zoman Orator ſayes: In re con- Ho 
2gib, 


ſenſio 01111 gentinm lex Nature putanda eſt \ That the Conſent and Agree- 
ment of all Nations is to be reputed the Law of Nature; every one mult 
allow Anarchy to have been Founded by vertue of that: For without Va- 
nity, I dare confidently aver, That there was no\other Government ſeen, un- 
leſs perhaps at Sicyon, for the Firſt Three Thouſand Years : Nay, the Learned 
Priclt of Belxs, the true and genuine Beroſus gives an Account of Ten K:ags 
of Chaldea, before the Flood, of whom X:/u4her (in whoſe time, they ſay, 
the Deluge happen'd) was the laſt: And the Egyprian Records could fur- 
niſh us with a Catalogue of Kings, that would reach as high as the Creati- 
on. Þt Pauſanirs tells us, That Greece ſo Fruitful afterwards in Ariſtocracies 
and Democracies, that teeming Africa never bred more Monſters, was Anti- 
ently under Regal Government : Buo5iar mar]e gh ic Eahdl ns 4% Anuorpariat 
ana Kehecizezar, are his Words. But Tally goes further, and boldly aſſerts 
it for a.certain Truth, That all the Nations of Old were under Aonarchial Ke- 
giment : || Certum eſt (ayes he) omnes antiquas Gentes regibus parmiſſe, 

And when the Univerſal Deluge had put a Period to all Mankind, except 
Noah, and his Three Sons, by whom the World was to be Re-peopled; | 
think we may with Reaſon enough look upon Noah as the Univerſal Mo- 
»arch; notwithſtanding the Learned Sel/dez would have us believe, that God 
by his Bleſſing, recorded Ger. 9. 2. made him Tenant in Common with his 
Children: For beſides that, this Benediction ſeems nioſt-likely to be rather 
an Enlargement of the Charter that was given to Adam, than any thing elſe, 
It appears ſomething Unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that God Almighty ſhould DiCſ- 
inherit Noah, whom for his Juſtneſs and Piety, he had Choſen to be the 
Reſtaurator of Mankind : Nor do the Words neceſſarily imply any ſuck thing, 
ſince the Promiſe of God would no doubt be fulfild, if his Sons, after his 
Death, or in his Life time, by his Conſent, enjoy'd and poſſeſs'd the World, 
as their Property; which, 'tis certain, they did, By theſe (ſayes the Divine 
Hiſtorian) were the Iſles of the Gentiles divided in their Lands; every one 
after his Tongue, after their Families, in their Nations : Which is not to be 
underſtood, as a * Learned Man (in his Diſcourſe upon this Place) aſſures, 
as if it were a <cattering and Confuſion; but a moſt diſtin and orderly 
Diviſion, becauſe the Original Word (-2723) alwayes bears the latter Sig- 

nification : 
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o 
wv 1 nification: And that there was ſuch a Partition, and that made by Neah, 
wy we arc aflured alſo from Euſcbins ; and Cedrenus, who tells us, That Twer- 
| =! K-72 £7;:y ty Years before his Death, || according to an Oracle Reccived from Heaven, he 

912.270! y75;- Divided the whole World amonglt his Sons, aſſigning to every one his ſeve-= 

bl es ©"Þ- ral Share: And this he Confirm'd by his Laſt Will; and being about to 
| Nc's Tots 7e1- ps : R 
; iy £15i;s::5 Dye, he gaveit into the Hands of Sem, and admoniſhed them to Live peacc- 

7% tyiy «7-9. ably, and not to Invade one anothers Territorics, 

Coiren,f.9.. I might now proceed to thoſe Texts of Scripture, wherein Monarchy is de« 
clared to have been inſtituted by God. Burt they have been ſo often inſiſted 
on by Others, and thoſe learned Perſops, that I ſhall paſs them over, only there 

; is one which I cannot but take notice of, wherein God by the Royal Prophet 

4m $2,7, fſayes of Kings, 1 have ſaid Dr 2798 Ye are Gods,or (more conſonant to 

+ the Original,and cxpreſly according to the (hallce Parayhraſe ) Angels, by which 

Phraſe is not only ſignified the Office of Princcs (v:z.) That they arc God's 

Vicegerents, but the manner of their Miſſhon, that is by the immediate Com- 

miſſion and Conſtitution of God Almighty ; from whom alone, and not from the 

People they derive their power. Which origine of theirs | think is further evicient 

from hence, that the Supreme Governour is inveſted with ſuch an Authority as 

does include in it a Power of Life and Death; for which fingle Prerogative we 

muſt have recourſe to the Fountain and Source of all Power ; for ſeeing we nei- 

ther have, nor ever had a power over our own Lives, ut on the contrary God 

has expreſly told us, That he that ſheddeth Mais Blood, of Man ſha!l his Blood 

be ſod; it is impoſſible that Kings ſhould derive their Power from the Pco- 

ple, for *tis an infaliible Maxim, Memo plus Furis in alum transferre poteſt 

quam ipſe habet, So that it muſt neceſſarily follow from hence, That Kings 

muſt have been intftituted by God; for *tis He and He only could bettow this 

great Priviledge upon them ; and fince we find the Fathers of Families Ex- 

ercifing this Power, we may aſſure our ſelves that originally . Patriarchal and 

Regal Juriſdiction were all one ; as likewiſe appeares from this, that Obedicnce 

and Submiſſion to Mapiſtrates is commanded us by the Fifth Commandment, 

where it is only ſaid, Honour thy Father, &c, $9 that as Paternal Power was 
from the Begining, ſo mult Regal too. 

Beſides from hence | take it to be plain, that even at that time that God 
gave his bleſſing to Noah, there was a Regiment eſtabliſhed ; (which 
could be no other than Monarchy) for clſe that command of putting the 
murderer to death given at that very time, could not have been put in Exe- 
cution, but mult needs for a long time have continued ineffectual ; tor had any 
private man aſſumed that Power, He muſt neceſſarily have heen guilty. of the 
ſame crime ; ſo that cither we muſt allow of Magiſtracy at that time, or elſe 
make God command a thing, and not appoint means for the execution of 
it. | 

And I cannot ſee why we ſhould date the original of Government any la- 
ter than the Creation; for certainly we cannot perſwade our ſelves that Nas 
ture, that ſo carefully provides for the preſervation and well-being of all Crea- 
tures, ſhould only be defective in her care for the nobleſt Animal in the unji- 
verſe, ſince nothing can be more neceffarily required for the happineſs of any 
thing than Government for mankind : for, ſine zmperio nec domus ulla, nec civis 
tas, nec gens, nec hominum univerſum genus ſtare, nec ipſe denique mundus poteſt, 
without Empire, neither the whole-nor any the leaſt part of the world could 
be conſerved 'in peace and order, bur all would immediately run into Ruin 
and Confuſton. £6 

And now, if I had a mind to enter into ſo large a Common=»I2lace, it were ve- 
ry caſie to cloy, even the molt greedy of ſuch kind of Pedantry, with fenten- 
ces from the Fathers and other Primitive writers, to ſhow with what full Cry 
they all aſſert Monarchy to be founded by God and Nature; but waving a 
thing ſo obvious to_every body, I ſhall take notice that this opinion is ſo far 

from 
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from being a Stranger to our Laws, that it is expreſiy reſolved by all the 

Judges in England, in Caluins caſe, that ſubjetion is from no Humane Law, Co. 7. R-5.z, 
but from the Law of Nature: and if ſo, then of neceſſity mult Regal Right 

be from the ſame Law, becauſe no man ſuppoſeth ſubjeftion where he does 

not preſuppoſe power. Beſides, you cannot but have obſerved above, how 

many Parliaments of different Interelts and Tempers have agreed in this, that _ Parl.39. 
the Kings of England hold their Crowns by the Laws of God and Nature, and þ,.; _ | 
therefore cannot be reputed of Humane Inſtitution, and hence it is that the Rot. Part. $ 
King is (tiled in our Statutes, our Natural Liege Lord, and his People like- R. 3. 

wiſe Natural Liege Subjetts, and the fidelity owing to the Crown, Natural 

Obedieme; which manifettly alſo appears from all Indictments of Treaſon, that 

of all other things are pen'd with the greateſt niceneſs, wherein the perſons 

indicted are charged whith Treaſon againſt their S::preme and Natural 

Lord, contra Dominumn Regem Supremum, & Naturalem Dominum ſuum, Nor 

will any of their trifling evaſions ſerve them to evade this: for toan impar- 

tial Judge, it will no doubt appear that no other ſence ought to be put upon p | 

it, but what was meant and expreſſed by Commodus, the Son or Marcus, when ved. Us & 
he cloſed his Oration thus, Fare principem colite non datum ſed natum, 

But if, will ſome ſay, Monarchy be Zure D:ivino, why were not Gods own 
People governed accordifig to that ſacred Form? and why are we told in the 
Scripture that when that Regiment was introduced firlt, it came 1n by the Peo- 
ples Choice and Conſent ? I anſwer firſt, that God out of his cxtraordinary 
kindneſs to the Jew:/þ Nation above any other, was of his goodneſs pleaſed 
to reſerve the immediate Government and peculiar Care of them to himſelf, 4 
whereas he governed all the reſt of the World by his Vice-Roys : ſo that pro- TY 

erly it was a Theocracy, wherein God himſelf did immediately preſide, 
whillt other Countryes were made, as it were, Provinces of, But when the 
7ews, a people moſt inordinately bent upon c_ and novelty, were grown 
weary of this excellent Adminiſtration of their affaires, and defirous to be go- 
verned after the manner of the Neighbouring Nations, they came to Samuel 
and ſaid, make us 4 King to Fudg us, &c, which *tis not likely they would 1 Sam, & 5. 
have done if the choyce had been in them. And when God Commanded 
Samuel to yield to their Importunity, he ſaid, bearken unto their voice and make 1Sam.$, 22, 
them « King, and accordingly he anointed Sa/, without ſo much ag acquaint- 
ing them, And conſonant to this Interpretation is the ſence of their great Rab- 
bies: for Aben-Ezra immediatly adds upon the mention of ___— Whom the 
Lord ſhall Chooſe ? Scilicer per Os Prophete vel indicio Urim; adeoque ſenſus eſt ie Schickard; 
won quem tutemet elegeris zpſe. 1. EC, cither by the mouth of a Prophet, or by Faris Regiy 
the diretion of the Urim; ſo that the meaning is not, that the pcople ſhould A 
have the Choice of him : And as for what followed, it was nothing more than | 
a Solemn and Ceremonious acknowledgment of Sax!, whom God had ap- 
pointed over them. 

But the ſtrongeſt Objection is drawn from, 1 Pet, 1 Pet. 2.13.14. Submit your ſolu2s 
2.13. where Kings are called an Ordinance of Xan,for if ſo, #9 *very Ordheence of Man for the 
then are they far from being Zure Divine. But if this be £27444, whether is 6e 19 the King, 
duly conſidered, I am perſwaded that it will appear of no _— wp OPAS TER 4: anc tle 
force at all : becauſe in this Text there is a ſignal chara- that are ſent by Him, &C 
Rer which keeps it from concluding the Supreme Power 
to be Originally in the People, not only by calling the King Supreme, ſuch 
as in St. Pauls Divinity , Rom. 13. 1. are affirmed to be Ordained of God, and 11;,, 4x 
ſono Humane Ordinance : but alſo by diſtinguiſhing the Governours, v. 14. Z«1i2 5 n4e” 
from the Supreme, v. 13. by this that the Governours are ſcat by, z. e. have * x45 vn 


_— 
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i» not here meant, is clear from hence, that v. 3. it is alded, 548 yas drenovd; 85t on, for ht (that mult nee 1; 
be the Perfon of the Magiſtrate) is a Minitter to thee for Gool—— Nor can the Power abſtracted from the 
Magiſtrate do what 1. here attributed to him, to commend and incourage, v. 3. Avenge of Punith, v. 4. 
And the Matter is clear from, v. 3, where ends Sat tfzerey being afraid of the Power, is all one with 
*Ap ov]eg ers: $4804 the Rulers are a Feat or Terror in the begining of the Verſe, and that Urizeyu5u, 
viglit to be rendred Supreme, and not higher, it's evident from comparing it with, 31 Pet. 2. 13. where 
the King is called #ec6- v as having his Commitſhon from God, whereas the reſt are appointed by him, 
Certum et (ayes Grotius) hac wore e5e5ias 3mteex% as defignart ab Apoſtolo ſummum” Magiſftratum, 
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Commiſſion from the King, which might, and doubtleſs would be ſaid of the 
King, that he were commiſſionared or ſent by the People, if he were of their 
Creation; but of this there is not to be found the leaſt hint or intimation : but 
this is evident beyond contradiction from the ſignification of the Phraſe 32-74 
;n #\igis (be Tubjet 1d 43gamniry dlice ) which according to all analogy ought 
to be rendred Humane Creature: Thereby meaning any part of Mankind ; nor 
Ordinance of Man, thereby ſignifying a thing of Man's Creating; for then the 
Phraſe to expreſs it, would be #/i;uz &v3ewre; becauſe if we compare one place 
of the New Teſtament with another, we ſhall find that 4r3e«»i:u {i744 ſignifics 
generally Fall Mankind, as appears from this, that the Creation and the World 
arcall one; and all the Creation or every Creatare, Mar. 16. 15. are the ſame 
with the whole World, in the beginning of the verſe, and af Narzons in the paral- 
lel places of St. Marthew and St. Luke ; and thus Rom. 8, 19. The expeftation of 
the Creature or Creation, 3: the hope which the Heathen World had, that they 
z, e, the Geritiles at the manifeſtation of the gracious Priviledge of the 1eſſias, 
ſhould alſo be freed from the ſlavery of Corruption unto the Liberty, &c, Now 
there is but one colourabte ObjeRton to be made to this Explication, as if this 
precept were thereby fo extended, as to command obedience to every Man, 
But to this, I Anſwer, That the word, Be ſubjett, generally relating to the Magi- 
ſtrate, will require our Obedience to none but ſuch ; and St. Ferer, as if he bad 
foreſcen this aifculty, has reſtrained the general fignification of that Word, by 
enumerating the particulars to whom SubjeCtion is due, viz. the King and his 
Miniſters, to whom only, our Obedience is limitcd and enjoyned. 

I can ſcarce think our Pamphletcer's Objection, pag. 15. worth the con- 
ſidering, where he ſayes, that ſince there can be according to the Opinion [ 
have advanced, but one rightful Monarch in the Univerſe, viz, he who is 
the dire, and lineal Heir of Adam; becauſe no Prince can make out any 
ſuch Title; therefore, their Thrones inſtead of being ſupported, are hereby 
very much ſhaken: for a Man need but a ſmall ſtock of Judgment to difſ- 
cern his\ptemiſes to be as true as his inference is falſe ; for where-cver the 
Lawful Heirs are ſuppoſed to be dead or unknown, the aCtual Poſſeſſour 
has the greateſt Right, and can with as little Juſtice be diſpoſſcſſed of what 
he enjoys, as if he were the rightful owner; for even as Robbers and Thieves, 
while they are 'poſſeſſed of Stolen Goods, have a Title in Law, againſt all 
others but the true Proprictors ;z inſomuch, that it is a Sin for any other to 
deprive them of ſuch Goods : So Uſurpers have a Title in the Government 
againſt all Perſons, but the true Heirs ; who alone, and thoſe impowered by 
them, can legally and juſtly go about to moſeſt and diſturb them: And 
where the Uſurpation has continued ſo long, that the knowledge of the 
right Heir is loſt by the People, it is no longer to be look'd upon as ſuch ; 
but every one is obliged to comply with the Government, and Governours 
then eſtabliſhed ; fo that-no Prince has any reaſon to be Alarm'd at this 
Dotrine, unleſs this Gentleman can produce the Lawful, and Lineal Heir 
to Adam, which I am perfwaded will be ſomewhat an hard matter to do. 
Nor are either the Properties or Laws of any Countries endangered, ſince 
they have all the Security that Oaths and Promiſes can give them for them, 
and greater Security SubjeAs \cannot have from their Prince, unleſs they 
had a Power to call their Soveraign to an 'account for the Male-adminiſtra- 


tion of his Truſt ; a thing no Men in their right Wits can pretend to, As for hs 
re 
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reſt of our Gentleman's impertinent Cavils about this Matter, I ſhall not give 
them the Honour of an Examination : for he may as well undertake to prove 
Marriage to be no Ia{titution of God,- becauſe not abſerved by ſome Nations, 
where the Mcn and Women without any Ceremony accompany one ano- 
ther promiſcuoully, as from the Practice of the Yenerians, Netheriands, Poland, 
Germany, and Aragon (where by the By, the Caſe is quite alter'd from what 
it once was, by the Conqueſt of that Country, by Philip the Second) conclude 
Monarchy to be a humane Invention, And thus I think | have ſufficien:ly made 
out my Firlt Propoſition, that Monarchy is a Divine Ordinance, and vndoubred 
Inſtitution of Nature. iath 3, 

The Second thing | undertook to ptove, was, that the Crown according to 
the Law of God, Nature and Nations, oughr to Deſcend according to Primo- 
gSeniture, and Proximity of Blood ; which will, I doubr not, very Evidently ap- 
pear ſrom the foregoing Diſcourſe ; for if Monarchy be of Divine Right, as[ 
think I have made more than proþable, and that Adam was during his Life Uni- 
verſal Monarch, there is no queſtion ro be made, but that Right was by his 
Death transfer*d to his Eldeſt Son, and Succeffor Serb (1 call him Eldeſt, tho 
Born after Cain, becauſe God, who as He hath given, can take away, had diſ- 
inherited the latter, for tie Murder of his {Anocent Brother Ave! ; ſo that, be- 
ing Excommunicated, and made a Vagabond, driven from his Parents, and 
turn'd into the wide World (as we fay) 'to ſeek his Fortune : I reckon of him 
as if he were not in being.) Nor is this bare Conjecture, for Cedrenus can tell 
us, that as * Adam was Emperour of the World during his Life, ſo was FSeth after 
his Deceaſe, his Succeſſor in the Dominion cver ell Mankind, And that the reſt 
of the Patriarchs Succeeded, and Governed the World by the ſame Right, 1 
take to be beyond Diſpute, if this be admitted, as I can ſee no Reaſon why it 
ſhould not. lam ſurc of Canaan the Son of Enocch, and Grand-Child of Seth, 
We have a very remarkable and expreſs Teſtimony ; he was Emperonr over all 
the World, and lies Buricd in an /ſland of the: Eaſt-Indian Sea; the Memory 
whereof remained there in Tables of Stone in Alexander's time, as Alexdnder 
relates in his Letter to Ar:i/torle, Recorded by || Foſephus Ben-Gorion, When 
after the Univerſal Deluge, Noah remained Matter of the whole Earth : he by 
that Right which God and Nature had inveſted in him, divided the World a- 
mongſt his Children, to every one he gave their thare, but over and above thar, 
a kind of Supremacy over the whole, as Lord in chief, after the 61d Par; #arch's 
Death, was transfer'd to his Eldeſt Son Semz, of whom his younger Brethren 
held their Kingdoms in Fee, 7s & 7iy iy*uoiay S5tZa[s wi dv3e; ; fayes the *Hi- 
ſtorian, ſpeaking of Sem. 

Tho perhaps this Notion of an Univerſal Empire may fcem ſtrange to ſome ; 
yet *tis the Opinion of not a few Learned Mcn, That Babe! was deſigned 
for the Chief Seat of it: And if 2elchiſedec be, as I think the Learned Dr. 
Wile, in his Commentary on Geneſis, has made more than probable, no 
other than Sem; I think the Scripture will afford us ſome very conſiderable 
Hints of it, from the great Reſpect paid, and offering of part of his Sub- 
_ to him, as an Acknowledgment cf his Supremacy over the Uni- 
verſe, 

But tho there be ſo good Evidence for this Opinion in Hiſtory ; yet t can- 
not think, that it ſtands in need of it; for 'tis ſo expreily and clearly laid 
down in ſeveral Places of Scripture, that he muſt induſtriouſly ſhut his Eyes 
againſt Truth, that cannot ſee it: For, Can any thing be more plain, than this 
Text, where God Almighty ſayes to Cain of his Younger Brother Abel ; Vrto 
thee ſhall be his Deſire, and thou ſhalt Rule over Him? Unleſs by the Divine 
Law of Nature ſuch a Right had been annexed to Primogeniture, Would God 
have put him in mind of ſuch a Prerogative? We cannot ſuppoſe, he did 
then beſtow it upon him, leſt he ſhould take Pet, becauſe his Offering was 
Rejected, and his Brother's Accepted : Certainly, there is more Reaſon to 

believe, 
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belizvg, Ge would at that dime have deprived him*of that Preheminence, 
which.bcloag'd to him by Birth-Right; ' and thar, -no doudt, he was aftaid 
would be the Conſequence, from whence ſprung the Hatred he -bare to bel : 
But. God was gracioully pleas'd to remove that Diſtruſt from him, by :clting 
him, That tho he had, offended, yer ſhould not that Prerogztive be taken, 
from him; he ſhould fill continue to be. Lord over his Brother: + To hte 
[all ve his Deſire, and thou ſhalt Rule over him, A clearer-Proof 1han this 
perhaps canfiot be ſhewn, -for Honouring and Obeying Patents, or any 0- 
ther Moral Duty, except that of doing no- Murder, before the Promulgation 
of the Decalogue. But if this be not ſufficient, it will further appear from 
the Bl:ſſing given to Facob by Jſaac his Father ; where'he' trlls him, Ze ſhall 
be Lord over his Brethren, and his Aother's' Sons ſhall bow duwii before him : 
From which Place, all the Commentators with one Conſent conclude, That 
a Royal Power, was due to the Eldeſt Sohn by Birth-Right; and certainly, 
there muit have been ſomething more than ordinary due to the Firſt-Born, 
or Efau could never have deſcrved the Title-of Profarie, which is beſtowed 
upon him 'by the Author of the Epiſtle' to rhe Hebrews, 1 know, *tis gene- 
rally agreed to be upon the: Account of the Pri-/thcod, which, together with 
the reſt, was due to the Eldeſt: And fince we have ſo clear Evidence for this 
Right, due to the Eldeſt by Birth, as appears from Numb. z. Ferſ, 12. where 
God declares, ht had made Choice of the Levites, inſtead of the Firſt-Born, to 
be Pricits; 1 cannot conceive; Why that Prerogative of a Superiority and Do- 
minion over their Brethren, ſhould be denyed to belong to them by the 
Law of Nature too, fince we have ſuch clear Intimation of it: For when 
Facob bleſſed his Sons, and' rold' 'em what would happen to *em in the lat- 
ter Daycs, he calls Reuben his Firſt-Born, The Excellency of Dignity, and 
the Excellency of Power : Whereby is ſignified the Right he had by Birth to 
the Prieſthood and Kingdom, and Double Portion; to which Sence the Chal- 
dee Paraphraſe exaCtly agrees: But becauſe of his Sins and Tranſgreſſions, 
God had deprived him of 'cm, the Pricſthood was given to Levi, the King- 
doin to Judah, and the Double Portion to Foſeph. Nor are we to look up- 
on F.iccb, as taking upon him to diſpoſe of theſe Things himſelf; but only 
ſore-telling, what would in due time, by God Almighty, be brought to paſs, 
and of which they, were patiently and cheerfully ro expect the Event. But 
when Moſes, by God's :Command, delivered the Law to the Jews, this Pre- 
cept of Nature, Of giving a Double Portion to the Firſt-Born, is there again 
repeatcd and cnjoyn'd, and ſo! made a Part of the Poſitive and Revealed 
Will of God, who gives this Reaſon for it; becauſe He is the Beginning of 
his Father's Strength, and the Right of th! Firſt-Born is his: Which way of 
Expreſſion is never uſ.d, but when ſomething is commanded, which by the 
Law of Nature th2y were obliged to the Obſervation of before. And of 
this Opinion is the Great Se/dex;, who ſaycs, *Tis injoyned in ſuch a manner, 
!| Ac fi recepto antea in gentem more ſubniteretur, as if it had been the Conftant 
Practice and Cuſtom of the Nation to obſerve it before. And in this Pre- 
cept 'tis not to be queſtion'd, Succeſſion to the Royalty is included; for in 
the f Talmd, "tis ſaid, Qui pracipuum jus habet in Hereditate, is & in poſſeſ- 
ſione Regt : 14co filins natu major preferur minori: 4, e. Whoever has the 
greateſt Right to Succeed in any Inheritance, he ought to be Advanced to 
the Throne; and therefore, the Eldeſt Son is alwayes prefer'd before the 
Younger. And accordingly we are told, That Zehoram ſncceeded Fehoſophat ; 
and the Reaſon given, Becauſe he was the Firſt- Born : Which would not have 
been added, it upon that account the Kingdom had not been his due. 

And if we take the pains to look into Hiſtory, we ſhall find the Practice 
of the World agreeable in preferring the Eldeſt Son, before his Younger 
Brethren. Herodotus can tell us; Nour opusrty mots wdy]wy dr 3b mev 7ty me fc- 
1:7.y 7h depir em 3 Th it was the Cuſtom of all Nations, for the Firſt-Born 

to 
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to enjoy the Royalty : And conſonant to this, is. what we are. told out -of Tro- 
gus by Juſtine ; Artabazanes j Maximus nath Qtatis privilegio regnum ſw vin- 
idrcabat, quod + ordo' Naſcendi & naturg ipſa gentibus dedit © '' Artabazanes, 
the Eldeſt Son, challenged by the Prerogative' of Age, | the'Kingdom; to 
which, by Priority of ' Birth, and the Law of Nature cammon to all People, 
he had an Undoubted Right. I might here. produce a'great: Muktitude of 
Quotations from theſe, as well as other Authors, to ſhew how Univerſally 
this Cuſtom prevailed in all Places ; -how generally it was Reccived:: ' But 
ſhall content my ſelf to take notice” of the Unanimous Agreement of the great 
otors of the Civil and Canon Laws, in this Matter: 1 PZaldws ayes ;poli- 
tively; Semper fuit, &: ſemper erit, ut primogenitns'in Reguo fuccedar : It 
alwayes was, and ever ſhall be, that the Fir(t- Born, (and next of Blood) 
Succeedeth in the Kingdom. And herein he is followed with the full Cry 
of all the Beſt and Choice Interpreters of both Laws z who, with one Voice, 
agree, That in Kingdoms, and other Dignities, which are Indiviſible withouc 
Diſf- membring, the Eldeit Son doth entirely Succeed : And this, many of them, 
do call the Law of at Nations, derived from the Order of Nature, and from 
= Inſtitution of God, and Confirmed.by the Canon, Civil, and other Poſitive 
aws, ; 

Now, what hath been ſaid of Primogeniture, in Point of Succeſſion. to the 
Crown, doth ſo evidently, by Conſequence, extend it ſelf ro Proximity of 
blood, that 1' ſhall fay-no more of it, but proceed to Anſwer an -Objettion 
drawn from the Holy writ ;. For ſay ſome, If this Birthright be ſo ſacred 6 
thing, as I have aſſerted it tobe; How comes it to paſs, that ſo many have »been 
_ of it * How came the tribe of Judahto get the Scepter from Reuben ? Ard, 

yy was Solomon advanced to the Throne, to the total diſinheriſoni of his elder 
Brethren ? ALS do ae”. 

I anſwer, That thoſe that make this objeQion, never conſider that this was- all 
done by the expreſs command of him, who ruleth in the Kingdom of men, and g5- 
weth it to whomſorver be will - tis well known that Dav1d of the Tribe of 7#dab 
was immediately choſen by God himſelf, and appointed to be Ruler of his own 
People; and it was by an expreſs warrant from the ſame God, that Selomar was 
made hjs ſucceſſor, as appears from the mouth of David himſelf ; And of 'all my 
Sons ( faith he) for the Lord hath given me many Sons, he hath chofen Solomon 
wy Son, to ſit upon the Throne of the Kingdom of the Lord over Iſrae), So that 
theſe and the like Inſtances (and none other cqn be produced) Ggnifie nothing to 
the purpoſe. | 


And if we do but impartially weigh the Recognitionsef ſo many ſeveral Parliaments; as I 
have taken notice of above, we 1hall tind this great Truth openly and fully acknowledged ; 
*tis unanimouſly agreed, That the King's of England come to the Crown, nut by any Human 
Right, but by the Laws -f God and Nature. 

And thus, I think, I have cfiectually proved my Two Firſt Propoſitions, viz. That Monar- 
chy, Fure Divino & Naturali, is Founded in Paternity; and, in the next place, That the 
Crown of Englent is, and ought to be inſeparably annexed to the Proximity of Blood, by the 
Laws of God and Naturz, an this Realm, (if we may give Crelit to the Declarations of ſo 
many Parliaments, of different Humours and Tempers.) So that, it will prove no very hard 
Matter, to make goud what I un\ertook in the Third place to wit, That an A#to Excluie his 

. H, would be utterly Unlawful, an.l ipſofaTo, void; becauſe, contrary to all Laws, Divine, 

atural, and Humane; and ſo it ought to be adjudged, when ever it comes to the Queſtion 
before the Reverend Judges; For the Laws of God & Nature are theRays and Emanations 
of the Divinity,they are Undeniable,Eternal,and Immutable, and therefore cannot be Alte- 
red or Impeached by any Humane Power or Authority, but only by the God of Nature it (elf, 
who did Originally ordain them; an4 ſo many and plentiful are the Inſtances of Statutes ex- 
pounded void, becauſe contrary to the Law of Nature, that it would be loſs of time to take 
notice of, or enumerate any of them, & no doubt upon this ground it is, that thoſe two great 
and learned Dectors of the Law, Faſon and Axgelus, do poſitively aver, that tho the Eldeſt 
Son of aKing be eithcr a Fool or a Ma iman(cither of which qualificati-:ns are as pernicious to 
the Government, every whit as being a Papi) yet can he not be excluded from Succeſſon. 
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An1 I donbt not, it may be made evidently appear, that Succeſſion of the Crawn to the + His Arg. 
rext Heir of the Blood Royal, is ſo Fundamental and Primary a Conſtitution of this ment of the 
Realm, io antient and peccived a Cuſtome, that againſt it There neve; hath been, nor ought Cale of the 
79 be any diſpute : 3% | the Lord Clanccltor Ferton will inform vs : and if we louk into our Poffnas;, Paz, 

F. Antient 39. | 
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Artient Retords we ſhall find more than one Parliemen declaring, that Fire Sargvinis null 
- Face eivik dir poſſunt. And it is held by ſeyeral great Lawyers, that a Prerogative in 
. Paint of Goyernmeye, tanuot be reftraineg vr bound by AR of Parliament : And ſurely then 

gnuchiely can ſich an AR be of any force 1 {0 bigh a caſe as this of Succeſſion ; for certaine 

y, if this "et orice allowed, the Government would teaſe to be Hereditary, and degene- 

"rate mto an E ye One ; And *tis not to be queſtion'd, but” fuch a Power as enables 

the ParKaent tobregk off one link, may give them a ſufficient Authority to ſhatter in pie- 
ces the wiidle facred Chain, ayd totally exclude the preſent Line, and together with that, 

Menarchy ; whigh, I pray God, may nat be the bottum of too many Men's deſigns, let them 

211d over ther proce lings with never ſo ſpecious and popular Pretences ; and no doubt; 

nt efa provident Forefight of the Calamity, and diſmal conſequence of ſuch deſignes, it 

. was'that the Lords, and Commons did declare, That they could not affent in Parliament 

ES to any thing that tended to the Difinheriſon of the King, and the Crown (which this 24 
Rot. Parl. 42. o Exclufien eyidently does) whereunto they were [worn ; no, tho the King himſelf ſhould 
B. 3. Num. 7. defire it, Byt what comes more hame fo the point, is the anſwer of Richerd Duke of Tork, 
© the Kings Friends, who urged an AQ of Parliament againſt him ; who told them, Thag 

Rot. Parl. 29; firch 'an AR was to rake 10 place, nor was of any force or effett againſt Him, the Right Inheritor of the 
H, 6. Numb, Crown, 45 it accorded with Got's Laws, #xd all Nawural Laws. And this Anſwer of the Duke's, is, 
io, tc. by expreſs Att of Parliament then aſſembled, recognized and acknowledged to be Good, 

True, Juft, Lawfyl, and Sufficient : hae incefte&, we have an ingenuous and full Declg 

#4tion as cane, that the Right of cceſſion is abſolutely unimpeachable by any Humane 

Power; and that the Kings of England in poſfefſioti, their Heirs and Succefſors in reverſi» 

on, have an indefeaſible right to the Crown, which they cannot be deprived of by any Aus 
thoray, tefs' than that which inveſted them therewith. 

_ Belides, *tis a Maxim of cur Law, Thas as the King never Dyes, (which is meant of that Po» 
tical Capacity z which, in that yety Moment one Xizy Expires, js Superadded to the 
Naturalof the Next Heir, whereby he immediately becomes King + And this Political Capa- 
City bei: g of that Sablimity, that it is no wayes ſubjeR to any Human Imbecilities of Infa- 
amy, Crime, or the like, it draweth all Impetfetions and Incapacities whatſoever from that 
Natural Rody,where-with it is Conſolidate, & (as it were) ConſubRantiate ; ſo the Crown,once 

an'd, takes any 6D, removes all manner of Bars and Lets 1aid in the way to the Succe(ſoom 

cr *tis impoſſible to hinder the Deſcent to the Next Heir ; becauſe that being remove be» 
yond the Reach of a Mortal Arm, mult g exaCtly in that Courſe preſcribed by God and Na- 
ture; and being joyn'd to, and indivifidle in one Royal Perſon thereby, this later Capacity 
being added tothe r, purgeth, co mf ante, all Obſtructions of what Nature ſocyer : And 

Tho bis Natyral Body, before this Union, was ſubject to the Laſh of the Law; yet, apon 

the Conjuation of ghis Political and Immortal Capacity with it, they grow inſcparall- : 
And coriſequently, by reaſon of thoſe Divine PerfeCtious inherently and indubitabf: aguexed 

to that Coatition, the Prince, what ever Crimcs.he might have furmerly been guilty of, is : 

now placed above Humane Juſtice, and anſwerable ſolely to God Almighty ; to whom, and Fo 

Aagpre other, he owes SubjeRion. | | _ 

And thus it bas been expreſly reſolved by all the _— of Ergland, in_ the Caſe of Two 

Princes,who were as much Diſ.-bled,as an A&t of Parliament could © it : The Firſt was,when 

Hemry the Sixth, by the Aſſiſtance of the Great Farl of Warwick, re-aſſumed the Crown; for 

Edward the Fourth had paſs'd an A&t to diſable him from all Regimentgand attaint him of High 

Treaſon : But notwithſtanding all this, the Judges were of Opiniun; That in the ſame Mo- 

ment that Henry Re-aſſumed the Crown, the Taid Parliamentary Incapacities were (to all In- 

tents) diſtharged and avoided 3 not becauſe (as our Pampbhletier, pag. 17. would have us be- 

lieve) Edward ag Lawful Xing: For if eithcr Right of Blood, or an Act of Parliament. 

eould give him « Juſt Title, there's no doubt to be made, but he had One : But for this very 

Reaſon, That the Crown, once gain'd, taketh away all DefeCts. 

The aext Inſtance is of Henry the Sevemb, who being once poſſeſſed of the Throne, the 

Reverſal of his Parliamentary Attainder was unanimouſly agreed by the Judges to be unnece(- 

| | fary; for That the Crown takes amey all Defeits in Blood, and Incapacities by Parliament : Ard 
YH.74- Fitz. ya: from the Thme the King did affiume the Crown, the Fountzin w.s cleared, an4 all rhe ſeid Ar- 
Parl, pl. 2. gainders and Corruptions of Blood, and other Impediments abſolutely diſcharged. An4 this being, 
Plowdens Com. conſtantly received for Law ever fince, I cannot but wonder this Gentleman ſhould go abone 
238. Co. 1. In. to calt inguettion w-? =. gp of ſo Many, and ſo Great Lewyers, by his Impertinent Cavils; 
Fit. 16. 4. for *twas upon this P ent, that the Lord Keeper Bacon did adviſe Q. Elizabeth, not to 

Repeal that Statute, wherein ſhe was made Tegitimate, Nor was it upon the Account of 
any Attainder, that the Houſe of Yort forbore fo long time to purſue their Clam to-the 

Crown: but want of Intereſt : And when he tells us, The Xing of France was the more in- 

clined to ſend over his Son Lewis, becauſe King Fobn was Attainted of Treaſon, and ſo, unca- 

pabte of taking the Crown, he muſt certaiuly have forgot himſelf, or he would not have mare 
nfe of an Inſtance (granting it to be true) fo contrary to his Putpoſe : For it ſeems, the 
Engliſh, when he came to the Crewn, had but a very flender Opinion of ſuch a Bar, or elſe 

would never have admitted him; But the Xing of France was glad of any Pretence, 

tho never ſo Ridiculous : So that, we fee the Judges were not without Precedent to wirect 

their Proceedings by ; and ſuch a one (if the Story be true) as had the Approbativn of the 

whole, or greatct part of the Kingdom, _ 
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- But that 0bjedion which has moft ſhew of Force, is drawn from the Recognition of Richard 
the Third's Title, which he takes a great deal of Pains to (et off to the beſt Advantage : But1 
think, he might have ſpared his Pains, if he had but conſidered, that thoſe Men that, t6 
Advance an (]ſarper to the Throne, had (contrary to their Knowledge) declared all the 
Late K#g's Children to be Baſtards, would ſcarce ſtick at Declaring (contrary to all Right 
and Juſtice, which they had already ſo notoriouſly violated) an Attainder of Treaſon to be 
of ſufficient Force to debar. the Iſſue of the Duke of Clarence, who were nat in a Condition 
to aſſert their Title for the Crown, without conkdering the Truth of it, 
. And it is conſiderable, that all thoſe Acts made in Contradiftion of one another, were ne- 
ver heeded or eſteemed by ether Party, or ever deter'd, either the Heads of 'em from purſu- 
ing their Claim, or the People from ing them in it; & the Erid of all ſuch Statutes was to 
vaniſh into Smcak, and come to nothing ; and, for the moſt part, never to have the Honour 
of a Repeal. Beſides, a Thing done in Tempeſtuous and Turbulent Times, is not to Guide 
and Dire& our Aions now, eſpecially fince we have the Senſe of ſo many ſeveral and diffe- 
rent Parliaments ; and therefare the morc Remarkable, to the contrary ; wherein it is de- 
clared, That the Succeſſion of the Crown of England, is inſeparably Annexe to Proximity 
of Blood ; and, That a Title of this Sublimity and Grandeur, is not at all Impeachable even 
by Act cf Parliament. And beſides, the Parliament of 39. #, 6. doth make their Declaration 
to the manifeſt Prejudice of the King in Poſſeſhon, who was Ordained alſo by the ame Ac- 
cord then made, to Reign over them during his Life ; and whom, for that Reaſon, it muſthe 
preſum'd, they would have favoured, if they had found but the leaſt colour ſo to have done. 
And if the Actual Poſſeffion of the Throne, as has been ſo often Recognized by our Anti- 
ent Parliaments, which were neither over-aw'd by a prevailing Faction, nor ſeduced by the 
plauſible Pretences of deſigning Demagogues, be by the Law of God and Natuge, inveſted 
with the Soveraignty ; it moſt evidently follow, that the Heir Apparent, or Next of 
Rlood, is, by the fame Laws, entituled to the Crow: ; and conſequently, the People have nv 
more Right to Diſ-iriherit the One, than to Depoſe the Orber ; , and doubtleſs, it is the ſame 
Sin : As to cauſe the Abortion of an . Embryo, and to take away the Life of a Child already 
Rorn, are both alike Muxder ; for both have an equal Right to Life, tho they differ in the 
Time of the Enjoyment of it : And fo bave the Poſſeſſor, and the Heir, to the Throne ; ons 
ly One is aQuatty Maſter of it, and the Gther in duc Time muſt and ought (6 to be, | 
But to affirm, (ſayes this Gentleman) that the King and Parliament kgve not « Pawer t0 Change 
the-Dir+8 Order of —_— is ta deny #be Governnient 4 Power to Defend it ſelf. ' To this I An- 
fer, 'Tis much more- likely, that alterivg the Courſe of the Legal Deſcent of the Crown, is 
the more probable way of bringing us into Azarcby and Confuſion :. B acording to his 
Notion of Self-preſervation, a-Prince that Goyerns not according to the pleaſure and good liking 
of the Peaple, may be Depoſed, or cle they would be deprived of a power of preſerving them- 
ſelves: A very peaceable Notion, I aflure you; and ſuch as.yould render eyery Govesnment, 
where it was admitted, moſ& extreamly Happy. - But it onght to be proved, That the ad- 
mitting of a Pogiſh King: wobld be an lofaible Cauſe of the Ruin of us all; or elf:, I much 
fear, this adored principle of Setf-preſervation, will not JuKify the Excluſion of his &. #7, Bor no- 
thing leſs than abſolute Neceſſity, will authorize a Man to kill his Enemy, -as when he endea« 
vours by violence to Rob biat of his Life : and 'tis then gnly he can lawfully Kill him ſe Defen- 
dendo: But that he ſhould be allow'd tos deſtroy any, that out of a Groundleſ Jealouſie he 
apprehen'ls may do him a Prcjudice, is he Higheſt Degree of Madneſs, and Deſtructive of al 
Hnmane Society : For if it were alloweil for one to Kill all he is afraid of, we could &x 
nothing but Murders and Maſfacres, nothing but unavoydable Confuſion and Ruin, 'Tis 
convenient, I grant; to bind ſych as we have juſt Ground to be appprebenfiye of, to 
8heir good Behaviour, and tye. up their Hands according to the Laws of the Lang: And cer- 
tainly, one would think, this would be ſufficient Security in the Caſe of his &. #. if too many of 
thoſe that ſo-zcaloufly Rickle for the Bill, had not a deeper Deſign, than that They give our, 
evento Zaythe Axe torbe Roorof Monarchy it ſelf : 'Tis that they aim at, and hays fuck a Thitft 
todeftroy under this ſpecious prezence, and ſ-t up their, adored Idol, their beloyed Common. 
Weelrb: And if they had not this colour for their Proceedings, Iam very much afraid, they 
would be guilty of ſomewhat worſe. Nor am I in this at all Yncharitable, flace this Gentle- 
man. has pag. 19, given a yery excellent Hint to Juſtify ſuch a Deſign : For he tells us, Thet 
#he Crows 35 not 4 bare Inheritance, but ay Inheritance accompanying an Office of Truff.f5 that if « Mins 
Defetts rexder bim inceyable of the Truft, he bas alſo Forfeued the Inheritance, Can any thing bz 
more full and plain ? May not, upon this account, the King. in Poſſeſſion) be Remoyed, as 
well as an Heir ſecluded? Sotrue is that Obſervatian, That all the 99, + writ upon this 
SubjeR ; tho they begin with the Due, yet conſtantly End with the King : They would have 
us believe, they only ain at the preſervarian of His Majeſty, their Religion, Lives, and Liber- 
ties; when intruth, they are ſo rcſolutely bent upon the Deſtrufiaon of Monarchy it feIf, that 
3n ſpight of all their art, they are not able to diſguiſe their Intent; but ler ſuch things flip 
from their pens unawares,that at once makes a perfedt Diſcovery of their Hypocriſie and Vil- 
lany. But if this will not do, he can tell us, That there is a Supreme, Uncontroulable Power lodg- 
ed iv the King and Parliament; from whence he colle&ts, if he intends to prove any thing, That 
they have a power 10 command, and exatt our Obedience 10 every thing vhey exjoyn: An Opinion, I 
ure you, that were there neither Heaven nor Hell, God nor Devil, wauld very mach con- 
duce to the Peace and good Government of Mankind ; and you know, Mr.#7obbs has done ve- 
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cy fair for on2, towards the driving ſuch Scare-Crows out of tie: World: -Butjor fee; by this. 
hoiy frangely he is put to it, to bony 'up his ſinking Capſe ; but he docs as: well as.he can's 
Drowning Men catch hold of ayy thing. a: LL LS2EC] 5. 2ivi ce wil gang) 

"Bur. above all things, I cannot ſuftciently admire: his Conhdent challenge df; producing, 
any ore jnftance where ever any Nation, not under the immeitate-force' df a) Conuerur; 
(id admit of *a; Þrince, ofa Religion-contrary- to''that. eftablithed 3-whtd! Scripture, the 
Rittory of 'the Byz2ut inc Emprre, and the Annals: of cor. .own Country; could bave furl» 
thed him with ſo many examples : for” how” any Idotatrovs Kings,” co- we read of 21t'Hos 
!y-Writ, that without any ciſturbance or oppoſition-ſucceeded auit girverned in fracky; tho? 
fMcir inclinations were well known: before their coming to'the'iErown. ?. bur we hear nv6 ang 
word'ef Diſinheriting or Depoling them; (unleſs By 1uch as! are. there :branced. with rhe 
Name of Traytors an! Villains,)-except by the inahediate amt molt vittle: Act ani ribgey 
cf- Gdd himiett, who being the Creator of Nature, cahtalobe- (when it pleaſe tif t:imJiovns 
trout her Methods and Operations; and certainly if any: fucty Power theru, ha beeilhoiigs 
cd any where in the F-wiſþ Government, we ſhould have found it put- 12 *.xecution,; 1 
doubt not, by that People, whoſe Religion 'was much more incouſiitcot with tne; Icbilatty 
vf the Heatheus, 'than ours with that cf Rome, - and ſo they hadithe gre ;ter Obligai'? by 
to endeayour rv prevent the Succeffion of an Idolatrous Prince : au jt. we may taietany 
meaſure from the Primitive-Chriltians, - we ſhall niet hind any thing: to'countenar ce'2onr 
preſent proceedings; for after their Religion was become the <ltablfticd one of. c12 Ems 
pire, I canrot 'hear that they endeavoured” to fedlude Fulian the, Apotate tru the lms 
perial 'Diadem,' tho? they were' no leſs acquainted- with .bis Iiclinstion: to thei: Religion, 
thanhis natutal Temper. Nor «do Lever hnd ths” Orthodox pazty taliing-of impeathing 
the'Right of Succefſion, when an Ariizz (under whontthey were-ſorh-2ti ares: as fegcrtly Per» 
iecuted, as ever their Anceſtors were in the time' ofthe Heat'zeus) W 25 the Heir Apparetity 
*twas 2 Do&rine unheard and unthought' of amedgtt them? .-thcy had recourie! qaty. th 
the"rrve Chriſtian Arms of Prifers and Tears/fot their Defe-ce: For theiChurih in thoſe 
ayes was. not (6 literally Militant, gs if hasbeen of late. ' Ant in:bur own Country, have 
\ye not feen- a 'Mary and Flizaberh, Pificefics -of a contrary ; REligiir to! that Eftabliſhed; 
Stikceed to the Throne without any reſiſtante;"6r-at leaſt. ſuch as rather ftrengthen'd, ther 
ihook their Throne. - Queen E{izaberb met with none,' and that againit'Queeh Mary was 
rather an Offer, thanany'thing («fe. © 3:2) 7:79 TEES 
*. But here I'cannot ſufficiently wonder af the diſingenuity.of. this Pamphleteer, who has-in 
more places than, one 'endeayorred to infirtuatt, ,that all thuſe' who either oppaſt vx: are 
perfwaded of "the Injuſtice 'and iNegalify of the Bill of Excluſion» ace. Pajifs, orat' leaſt 
Popiſhly-Aﬀeded ; and therefore he cites the - Opinion of twq.great. Raman Di 
thereby to' convince them of the Truth of his Aertion; ' but'he-Either/ forgets,of! rathep 
maliciouſly conceals, that the D6@rine of diſitkeriting and depoling/Kings, and of the Nat: 
ral freedom of the Pe ple, is rank Popery : broached and introduced; bythe Schoalmen, 
and fince Zealoully mated by the Jeſuits;and other great Mewof the Papal Fadtion/z anc 
I mtcch fear Whether if he would ingenuoulſy contels the Truth,!'he muſt not acknowledg2 
himſelf beholden to one of theny fur the gfeateſt part of his Diſcourſe ; So true is it,that tho! 
our Phauaticks (amongſt whom, if Iam not miſtnformed,our Author is ur. at leaſt once was a 
teading man) and the Papiſts, tho they look contrary wayes; yet like Semp/ons Fyxcs, they 
re''tied together at the tailes, they ate alike t!'e firebrands and. diſturbers. of all Cons 
tfyes where they come ; So that I think I need not be concerned at-the -Sentiments'.of 
men-.ſ6 deyoted to the Roman See, as tf thoſe he mentions.. ''But for. Sr, W, Kalttyh; 
who: T eftimony, both as a Proteſtant 'and- a Judicious, i Learned Man, I very highly 
Yalue, T ay\,not at allin pain; forif a Man do but look into-the Quoted place \(to which 
L refer: my Revder) he will find him of quite another opinion than this Gentleman, 'who 
has ſtrangely miſrepreſented him; would have vs believe; fpom ' whence you may itake 
the meaſure of this Maa's Ingenuity, his Candor and Integrity z+ but- by. this time I think 
you ate well enough acquainted with him, | TY OW 0att) 2479 H-boz 
| Ta thus I have run through this whole Pamphlet, and TI hope given' aclear anſwer to 
every thing of any moment by him adyanced and as for ſome few little trifling pafſages.not 
worth conſidering, I have paſſed them over, without taking anly notice.of them. And: from 
a due Conſideration of the whole matter, every man muſt infer.that the .Kingdom of Enge 
land is anHereditry Monarchy,wherein the Succeſſion of the Crown is inſeparably by. all Laws 
Divine, Natural and Himane, annexed to Proximity of Blood; and. that -all the Humane 
Atts-and Powers in the World cannot hinder the Deſcent ef-it to the next Heir. And that 
whoever does but conſult and examine impartially the Hiſtory and Records of this, Nati- 


gn,,muſt, conclude, That nothing can be drawn from thence to favour the contrary opinion, 
which was the thing I undertook to prove. . 


FINTIS. 


If.the Reader will be pleaſed to take the Pains, He is defpred, to Amend this, and 
what other Errata's, that have Occurr'd, by Reaſon of the Authors ab- 
"y ſence from the Preſs, T 


Page 33. I, 44. between Pail! and And, Inſert Him by Abraham, 


